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The long awaited structure at West Hills College Lemoore

is here, greatly affecting students, faculty, and our community. Costing approximately 14 million dollars with 20,283
square feet, the Student Union was built to create a new
rendezvous point for everyone on campus. There is even
a vast parking lot, with 160 new spaces covering 86,000
square feet. With a capacity of roughly 500 students, it
houses the remodeled bookstore, and Vel’s Kitchen (the
food court), which is home to freshly brewed Starbucks
coffee.
The library is widely known for strict policies on
food and noise, which is what makes the Student Union
the new place to be. There is an array of seating, plug-ins,
and food options. Vel’s Kitchen has a soup and dish of the
day, and the Union is even open on Saturdays occasionally
for those who have classes. In a recent interview, President
Clark stated, “This building was built for students in my
opinion, because they take precedence”. Dr. Clark is happy
the building is used by students and faculty members alike,
and hopes the interactions continue to grow.
Since the opening of the Student Union, shenanigans in the library have drastically decreased. This has
removed stress from the library—allowing a quiet place
once again for finishing last minute assignments. This
new building for the campus has a unique color scheme
that proudly exhibits eagle pride, while its broad and open
windows leave the room with an abundance of natural light.
Dr. Clark’s initial reaction, when she entered the completed
Student Union for the first time was, “I felt good just seeing
it happen and seeing students enjoying it”. Open Monday
through Thursday from 7-7, and Friday 7-2, the increased
patronage of the food court and use of the Student Union
could allow for increased staffing and extended hours of
operation. This air conditioned facility is a fantastic new
addition to WHCL.

By Martha Dollahan

A Letter from
the President
Hello Golden Eagles!

I’m excited to see so many of you spending time in the new Golden Eagle Student
Union. This month my letter focuses on the things you should know about the
Union.

Lounge

The lounge is a great place to relax, make new friends, connect with staff, and
access Wi-Fi. I encourage you to say hello to faculty and staff when you see them
in the Student Union. Even better, ask them if you can pull up a chair next to them.
Informal conversations outside the classroom form better relationships, which in
turn help you feel more engaged with our campus community.

Dining

Hopefully you’re enjoying the food selections on the menu at Vel’s Café at WHCL.
The café is located in the Student Union under the “Food Court” sign, and it is open
for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. They offer hot entrees, fresh baked goods (baked
on-site), and grab-and-go items. The staff at Vel’s Café are eager to make changes
to their menu based on your feedback so let them know if you have suggestions.
The café plans to offer new specials each week including value combos for those on
a tight budget.

A&R

Admissions, Records, and Photo ID is now located inside the Student Union at the
Eagle Help Desk (previously in the Administration Building). Our friendly staff are
eager to help you with your transcript request, registration, petitions, or simply to
answer your questions.
Student Union / Photo by Dennis Gallegos

Speculations have been made about what is still
to come to the new building, like a coffee shop, but these
are still in the works. The newest planned additions will
be a few televisions up on the walls, which can be used for
information and to view current events that may affect the
campus. They would also be used for emergency broadcasts. Additionally, landscaping will be in the next phase
of funded projects, so expect a few trees to pop up around
campus in the near future. Along with the landscaping is the
project for outside seating. The Student Union is just a start
to the incredible innovations West Hills College Lemoore
has in store for the future.

Associated Student Body

If you haven’t visited the WHCL Associated Student Body (ASB) Office, located
behind the Eagle Help Desk, please stop by to check it out. Are you interested in
participating in decision-making at WHCL? The ASB appoints student representatives to all WHCL committees. And, did you know that there are over a dozen
clubs you can join? Your ASB Officers meet every Thursday morning, and they
welcome your participation in student government.
Best of luck in your studies, and I look forward to seeing you in the Student Union!
All my best,
Kristin Clark
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Views from the Student Union Ribbon Cutting
Photos by: Dennis Gallegos
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JP the New VP
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Writers: Caitlin Hill & Molly Mobley

The love to teach derives from the passion to learn. Individuals who pursue the field of education

seek inspiring opportunities to spark potential in a student’s life. James Preston began teaching English from
1994-2000, and then taught at West Hills Lemoore until 2012. Preston continued his journey as Dean of Students for four years, while progressing even further into the current Vice President of Educational Services.
Preston views his new role as “A comprehensive look on things that will impact the whole college”. A few of
his responsibilities include things such as class scheduling, while also dealing with classroom-related activities.
One of Preston’s favorite sayings is one he saw on a hat, “Do what you love and love what you do”.
He believes it has played a major role into his career as an educator because he is constantly able to do what
he loves most. A couple of his favorite projects are Team Teach and our improving SI program. James Preston
has happily worked at West Hills College Lemoore for roughly 17 years, and believes, “[He] is very blessed
to become an educator for 23 years, and has always wanted to make a difference in the lives of everyone”.
James Preston is a very humbling and inspiring individual with his dedication to his job, and we are very
fortunate to have him on campus.

Some VIP Facts

• James and his wife started dating his senior year of high school, and have been married for 23 years. They have three
teenagers, named Taylor, Tobin, and Travis.
• His first teaching job was at Mendota High School where he taught English, creative writing, and even coached the girls
JV basketball which he loved.
• He moved to Fresno when he was 10 years old, from Heswall, England (Just outside of Liverpool), and became a United
States citizen in 2002.
• The best for last... Preston was in an alternative rock band throughout college that was called Chum and the Frenzy. They
had a CD that sold 783 copies, he even paired this with a “cool, shaggy mullet hairstyle” (okay James- at least you had hair
then!) and played in venues throughout California.

The Eagle Pantry Club
By Liliana Huerta

Eagle Store

T

Student Writers: Destiny McClain & Kahlil Crane
Contributor: Devin Alexander

he West Hills College Lemoore book store has relocated to the new
Student Union. It had its humble beginnings in a portable on the Lemoore
Middle College High School. The bookstore was originally run by the
school but in 2008 it was outsourced to Follet. The store manager, Kim,
has been working there since 2006, when it originally opened on campus.
She started out as a student employee, and then worked her way up to the
management position. Kim stated, “I love interacting with the students
and I understand what living like a student is. We are a low-income community”
Sporting a plethora of merchandise for the busy student, the book
store moved its shelves to the Student Unions wings. With the floor space
expansion, natural lighting, and updated inventory, the bookstore is better
than ever. No longer faced with the thunderous stomping of the rusty
metal ramp, students can now purchase their school supplies in a brand
new and innovative store.

Money Saver Tip

If you’re pinching for pennies, seek a price match with vendors such as
Amazon or Barnes and Nobles to fit your budget at the bookstore. The
price difference will then be given as a gift card. Shop for scantrons,
WHCL apparel, makeup, and snacks. The employees are happy to assist
you.

Connecting to Future Eagles

The campus officer, Steven McPherson, reads to the preschoolers at the
Child Development Center and each semester the bookstore sets up a Dr.
Seuss stand to show appreciation of his efforts of community outreach.
An employee, Eddie Grajeda says, “In a small town like this police
officers can really get to know people individually in the community.”
As prospective law enforcement, he enjoys seeing the police cooperating
with the school to make this campus comfortable and safe. The bookstore offers many other opportunities to students and faculty to engage
with each other and it is greatly appreciated throughout the campus.

Stop on by to get your textbooks at the West Hills College
Lemoore Bookstore. To learn more about price matching
talk to Kim (the manager).

The Eagle Pantry Club was created to provide food and basic necessities at no cost
to West Hills College Lemoore students. The pantry strives to alleviate hunger
within our student community. Studies have proved that it is challenging for students to cover their costs of living while obtaining their degrees. Being the most
active club on campus, the Eagle Pantry Club aims at reducing the impact that
food insecurities have on students, and assist them with basic needs so they can
focus more on their education.
The club receives all of its food and products through generous local donations. Panera Bread of Hanford partnered with the pantry, allowing a weekly donation to the club, making food available to students every Thursday. This semester
the club’s President, Topacio Tamayo, and Vice President Liliana Huerta (myself),
plan on reaching out to local farmers to ask if they would like to donate fresh produce. Our new goal is to promote healthier options to students. This Spring 2017
semester the pantry will be distributing every Thursday in front of the library from
11:30am-1:00pm.
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Student Writer: Caitlin Hill Contributor: Rosie Aldaco
Neomi Daniels attended Fresno state achieving a masters in fine arts and creative writing, although
poetry is her specialty. She has been a teacher for almost 21 years, but started at West Hills College
Lemoore in 1999. A few of Daniels dislikes are going to the gym, cooking, and cleaning toilets, and
stated that, “I want to be seen as a person rather than a professor because I find it important that students can see I have weaknesses too”. She enjoys teaching at the collegiate level because she believes
that behavioral issues and odd parents are less of a problem.
Although she does not believe she is interesting, Daniels has a few amusing facts about herself
that say otherwise. A strange nickname of hers is one from her uncle. They call her Butch, because
they thought she would grow up to be a boxer. Another interesting fact, is that despite her youthful
nature, she has three children, two of which are in their twenties. One even attends West Hills College
Lemoore. Daniels also shared that she was unable to attend her graduation for her bachelors, because
she went into labor! Neomi Daniels has been teaching English at WHCL for many years, and is quite
an interesting person to get to know.

This year, West Hills College Lemoore welcomes a new math instructor by the name of Michael Cham-

berlain. This witty, self-proclaimed nerd is a determined professor who seeks to not only enhance student’s
critical thinking skills, but to also successfully help students transfer from one level of cognitive capability
to the next. Chamberlain loves to teach in a way that can be applied to everyday life and aims to assist students who struggle with understanding math. However, Chamberlain is just as interesting in his free time
as he is professionally with his passion for jumping off of high objects into water, woodworking, and most
interesting of all canyoning (i.e. jumping off of high canyons for fun). Much like the rest of his fellow Californians, he could eat Mexican food everyday for the rest of his life and be happiest person on the planet.
In his youth, he got out and explored 14 different countries even though he is originally from Visalia.
Chamberlain has been teaching for 16 years and now that he has reached West Hills College Lemoore, he
plans on dying in his cubicle. But also wishes to have holograms project his superior teachings so that he
can extend his knowledge to students from the grave. With that being said, we welcome Michael Chamberlain to our school with open arms and are proud to call him our fellow eagle.

•The “craziest” thing Neomi ever did, was to help her cousin push her mom’s car down the
driveway. They then pushed it down the street to start it, so they could turn it on and leave
without getting caught!
• She wrote a book of poetry, that was published by Gary Soto.

Diversity and Dignity

By Wendy Tetrault
A word is just a word until it strikes a chord within our hearts and minds. This is especially true when the
word carries the weight of social conscious. In our ever expanding world the word Diversity is at the forefront
of change and understanding those around us. On February 16th West Hills College Lemoore held a Diversity
Luncheon hosted by Dean Jody Ruble and Monica Reynoso, Coordinator of Special Grants. The focus of the
well attended event was to raise awareness through activities and video clips of assumptions and stereotypes
that hinder our understanding of others. Attendees explored the ideas that we are greatly influenced about
others through media and single story narratives which are widely accepted, while telling severely edited
versions of the truth. During the video segment by Chimamanda Adichie she shared her own story of becoming aware that she had allowed media and others to shape her vision of people rather than allowing them to
tell their own stories with the equity of both positive and negative aspects. Adichie stated, “To focus on the
negative without the balance of the positive, is to tell a single story which devalues human dignity”. As adults
we are bombarded with information which leads us to judge others as “less” or “different” in and undesirable
way.

Shooting Out Cancer

Student Writers: Michelle Castillo Addison & Rosio Aldaco Contributor: Jonothan Scharbough
The end of the Women’s Basketball season for West Hills College Lemoore was not only marked with their remarkable 65-60 victory against Taft, it was
also an opportunity to bring awareness to cancer. This event known as Coaches vs. Cancer was created as a fundraiser for cancer research. Chris Hawken,
the Associate Dean of Athletics, stated that “most schools in the area up and down California and even around the country would do something for the
cure. So we work hard every year to try and get a good crowd in, and send a little bit of money along to help for the cause.” When we asked how this
fundraiser would make an impact, he said that “Some people may say this may be a smaller event, but when you do a lot of small events around the country it all adds up and it’s worth it to help for the cure.”
Hawken went on to say that cancer “indirectly or directly affects all of us. It touches all of us so it just nice that we can contribute.” He shared
with us that he’s had family members who have passed because of cancer. Alyssa Sanchez, a fellow student and organizer of the game, related closely
to the cause because a relative of hers had died of cancer. It was also noted that a player on the opposing team was fighting her own battle against the
disease. Napoleon Rodriguez, another student, was glad to be a part of this event. “All kinds of people helped out on shooting out cancer and really try to
make a difference.”

Here are some tips to change how you interact with others in a positive way:

• Be willing to share about yourself if you want to learn about others
• Do not make assumptions when you can seek truth instead
• Focus less on differences and more on similarities • Refuse to believe a narrative at face value. Get the facts

Some ASB with Andrea Wood
By Kieanna Austin & Matthew Barboza

West Hills College Lemoore’s ASB President, Andrea Wood, a communications major and former Com-

missioner of Finance, is a woman of the people. While seeing her in action at an ASB meeting it was easy to
see the amount of passion she has for what she does and how much she truly cares about the students body
she leads. Her personal mission statement is “To serve the students, and the officers of the ASB and anybody
who needs help at West Hills [College Lemoore]”. One of her proudest achievements is contributing to the
availability of an ASB card to members of the student body, allowing them to have access to the school gym
and various discounts on campus. Just a few of her responsibilities include: meeting with her ASB officers,
writing agendas, keeping in touch with the ASB officers from Coalinga’s campus. She is also the student
representative for the board of trustees.
The best way to get in touch with Andrea is to meet with her in the ASB room that’s located in the
Student Union on Monday’s from 2:00-4:00 and on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00-12:00. She can also
be reached by her email at andreawood@my.whccd.edu. She encourages any full-time student with at least
a 2.5 GPA to join. There are plenty of positions to run for in the upcoming election such as ASB President,
Vice President, Commissioners of Clubs, Records, Publicity or Finances, and senators for the various majors.
If you’re interested in becoming a part of activities on our campus, elections are held around 4 weeks before
the spring semester closes. If selected to become an officer you will serve a full academic year term (two
semesters), so if you would like to be a part of something bigger than yourself, give ASB a try.

The Hoopster
Student Writers:
Janelle Herrera and Brittany Dias

Andrea Wood

Scoring 8.5 points per game for the West Hills Lemoore College

Eagles, number 20, shooting guard, Taylor Vasquez! She started her
basketball career at the age of 10 and plans on continuing on with her
goal of playing basketball for another two years at the next level when
she leaves West Hills College Lemoore. Taylor is a student athlete who
is very ambitions, self motivated and goal orientated. She has many big
dreams, and she believes that none are out of reach. Vasquez stated that
some of her dreams consist of becoming a dominant player on the court
while also improving in her studies. Taylor has already accomplished
one of her goals she set for herself by knocking down 21 points in a
game! Accomplishing this goal motivated her even more for upcoming
games. Vasquez told us that as a pregame ritual she likes to listen to
aggressive and energetic rap music to get her in what she calls, “Beast
Mode”. She informed us that a lot of what she does in life is for her
parents because making them proud is one of the greatest feelings there
is. Taylor stated that her parents are her biggest supporters, and without
them she would feel stressed as she juggles both sports and school. In
her spare time, she enjoys working out, hanging with family, snowboarding, and traveling. Taylor, along with being an exceptional student
athlete, displayed her humor when asked what she enjoyed. She stated
that she enjoys consuming her favorite mix of Horchata and hot
Cheetos, as she claims they are “Easy taking in … but hard on the way
out”.
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One Step Closer to a Brighter Future
Photo by Dennis Gallegos

Student Writer: Andrea Marin Contreras
Contributor: Rudolph Barrera

Sometimes, your last option turns out to be the best decision that you could

have made. Community colleges do not have the same reputations as fouryear universities; therefore, many students usually overlook them or do not
take advantage of all the opportunities that the institution has to offer. We had
the opportunity to ask a former student and current employee of West Hills
College Lemoore, David Scholl, about his experience in community college.
During the interview, Scholl told us that he felt more academically prepared
after he attended West Hills College Lemoore because the college not only
helped him improve his basic skills, it also helped him develop public
speaking, management, and teaching skills.
Even though transferring to a four-year university can be complicated for some students, Scholl acknowledges that he had more positive than
negative situations; “The main benefits that I enjoyed were less students, more space for working (the universities are awfully crowded), the flexibility
of class schedule”. Not only he found a friendly environment, Scholl also had a less complicated academic experience; “the courses I needed were much
easier to get into at the community college than at the university, almost every course transfers properly, and I gained an understanding of community
and service”. Community colleges help students who have tight schedules reach their academic goals while giving them a better insight of what solidarity means. Also, students often find a more friendly environment in a community college as Scholl states, “I feel much more valuable here at the community college. The students are more relaxed and have more time to go over concepts. At the four-year university everyone is pacing around fast, has their
face buried in their phone, fighting over parking, or just trying to get their Starbucks.” West Hills College Lemoore helps every student to be involved in
different activities while learning the values of community service.
West Hills College Lemoore offers career and transfer centers, a military program, and tutorial services for all students. The Academic Center
for Excellence (ACE) is a tutoring tool which helps students obtain their GED as well as improve their current skills. West Hills College Lemoore also
offers many programs to help students with differing needs to accomplish their goals such as EOPS, CalWORKs, and CARE. Regarding finances, there
are many grants and scholarships that you can apply for, all you need to do is ask for help. Attending a community college helps you become more independent and explore new fields at your own pace without stressing too much over money. Next time you feel like doubting your decision of attending a
community college, look around and see all the opportunities you have on campus to grow academically and personally.

VALENTINE’S DAY...
whose idea was it anyway?
By Juan J. Moreno & Jesus Aguilar

In order to give credibility to our efforts . . . we’ll say painstaking efforts were taken to

find a person who could be canonized or vilified . . . depending on your point of view for
this unofficial non-holiday responsible for the coming together of so many couples and
the demise of just as many others.

This day has saved relationships by providing an opportunity to make up for past transgressions. While placing many unthoughtful and forgetful guys in deep-deep, uh we’ll
just say “trouble”. A historical search has revealed several tails ranging from apocryphal
to legend. Due to the ambiguity of St. Valentine, the Catholic Church has remove him
from the Catholic calendar but he remains on the list of Martyrolgy.
Among the more interesting of the stories is the tale of Roman Emperor Claudius II,
believing single unmarried soldiers made better worriers, forbid the single soldiers of his
military to marry. Here enters the day’s name sake, a young priest named Valentine who
believed the command was unjust. Valentine conducted secret wedding for the soldiers
against the emperor’s command, until his arrest and eventual execution. The story continues with couples married by Valentine, would visit him during his imprisonment and
would bring him flowers and letters of gratitude for fulfilling their desire to marry.
In a slightly different version, Valentine was an imprisoned and condemned man who
out of gratitude to the jailor’s daughter acts of kindness towards him. He wrote a letter of
gratitude to her and signed it “Your Valentine”.
The other notable personage from Valentine’s Day is that little trouble maker “Cupid” a
Latin term for desire. He is said to be a mischievous guy who goes around “wounding”
gods and humans with his arrows, causing them to fall in love.
Well, we may never know the real identity and story behind the personage named St.
Valentine, but we do know this much. Valentine’s Day ranks second only to Christmas
in number of cards sold, sent and received and is difficult to forget or miss due to its’
super- commercialization. So, as an opportunity to make-up or just a simple expression
of affection and appreciation—Valentine’s Day can serve as a potentially peril laden
opportunity for bliss or redemption.

-
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Valentine’s Day Survey
A survey on Valentine’s Day was conducted at West Hills College Lemoore.
We handed out surveys to 50 guys and
50 girls.
Of the guys surveyed 66% did not
care for Valentine’s Day. The remaining 34% stated that it was an important holiday to express one’s love
for their significant other. Only 14%
actually had someone to spend the
holiday with.

EAGLE VIEW:
DOES THE CAR YOU DRIVE
IN COLLEGE MATTER?
Student Writers: Logan Lopez & Cole Bell

During the months of January and February, a survey
was conducted asking three questions:
►Do you think the car you drive in college matters?
►What year is your car?
►If you had the means, would
you buy a “better” car to impress
others/significant others?
Sixty West Hills College Lemoore students completed
this survey, and after all responses were listed and
considered, the data turned out to be very interesting.
Here are the statistics for these questions:
►58.3% of students do not believe the car you
drive in college matters
►2005.2 is the average car year of all 60 students
►Only 26.7% of students would buy a car to im
press others/significant others

After these statistics were found, certain parameters were
included to find some more interesting facts, which include
the following:
►2006.3 is the average car year for those who said 		
“no” to the first question
►2003.6 is the average car year for those who said 		
“yes” to the first question
►Only 11.7% of students believe the car they drive
in college matters AND would buy a “better” car to 		
impress others/significant others
►2006.9 is the highest car year average, which are 		
students who answered “no” to both questions
►2003.3 is the lowest car year average, which are
students who believe the car they drive in college 		
matters but would not buy a “better” car to impress 		
others
►1966 was the oldest car reported, and 2017 was the 		
newest car reported

Several more parameters were tested, but in the end, one statistic glared the most: the newer the car, the more satisfied students were. However, it’s
still the common sentiment that the car you drive in college does not matter. College is an amazing time of our lives because we receive a better
education, we meet fascinating new people, and we gain a better understanding of who we are. If you believe that you are being judged for what you
drive, please stop. We are judged for who we are and what we do, not what we drive. Cars will always come and go, but opportunities such as this,
going to college, will not always be available. So, buckle up, put some sunglasses on, turn up your music and hustle to school because what you do
here, in the classroom, far outweighs what drove you here. Drive away!

Some Math
With Shawn Jackson

Out of the girls 50% found it to be
significant, and the other 50% didn’t
care for it. They were asked what
type of gift they would prefer and
93% wanted expensive gifts. The
Remanding 7% were just happy with
spending time with their Valentine.
Quotes:
“Gives me a reason to buy flowers
only once a year”
– some dude
“I have a boyfriend now, so I have
something to look forward to, instead of eating discount chocolate
on Feb 15th.” – Madeline Flores
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ONE ELEVEN
A New Wave to Downtown Hanford
By Sydney Hawkes & Destiny Castro

One Eleven Coffee, a fairly new addition to

the scene of Downtown Hanford, offers locals
a new wave coffee experience in an aesthetically pleasing, student friendly atmosphere.
Neill Swift, owner and mastermind behind the
eclectic hand crafted drinks, is drawing quite
the crowd to the Koinonia Church affiliated
cafe, with hopes of restoring the face of Downtown. From the customers, to the colorful
staff; the ambiance and comfort is something
all students can admire if they are looking for
a unique space to grab a quick cup of Joe.
One Eleven Coffee offers an array of artistic
opportunities as well for those looking for
something more than just caffeinated satisfaction. Every month this modern cafe oasis
hosts a “Third Tuesday Takeover”, where local
talents such as artists and musicians get to
showcase their work. The shop is an intimate
and welcoming platform for those looking to
admire the amazing talent our community has
to offer. The events are truly ones the locals
have to witness.
Furthermore, not only has One Eleven done
an exemplary job at bringing the community
together, it truly has attracted those who have
an eye for coffee with their craft specialties
along with the “originals” everyone looks for
in trendy shops. The Cafe Horchata is most
well known drink One Eleven offers, and is
known as a “go-to” drink for many of the
regular customers. This drink is just one of the
many that Swift has hand crafted uniquely just
for the One Eleven Coffee shop. If you have a
distinguished palate and are itching for a cool,
new spot, be sure to head into the shop as they
debut their new Spring menu. This little cafe
not only has sparked an interest in coffee lovers, but has given locals a newfound attraction
to the beloved Downtown Hanford.
Yes, they offer free Wi-fi.

ONE ELEVEN
111 W 7th St.
Hanford, CA 93230
(559) 670-3969
________________________________________________________________________
_

World Class Mint Cake Cookies
Ingredients:

1 box chocolate fuge cake mix
(unprepared)
1/2 cup butter softened
2 eggs
4oz cream cheese softened
3/4 - 1 bag mint chocolate chips
(or 1 1/2 cups Ande’s Mints chopped)
1 tsp vanilla extract

Directions:

-Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees
-Mix all ingredients well
-Refrigerate dough (1-2hrs)
-Roll into 1 1/2 inch balls
-Place on parchment covered cookie
sheet
-Bake 10-12 minutes
Enjoy!
Shawn’s Math - The answer = 1

