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West Hills College Lemoore is losing its longtime leader

this semester, President Don Warkentin. Upon joining
West Hills College in 1986, President Warkentin has been
integral in West Hills College Lemoore’s growth from 400
students at the old Cinnamon and 19th Avenue location
to our current enrollment of well over 4,000. Also during
this time Don was responsible for hiring nearly all campus personnel, taking a role of conducting final interviews
with many of the candidates. Don’s ability to consistently
hire quality people year after year is one of the most important reasons for West Hills College Lemoore’s selection as the #1 community college in northern California
by USA Today. We are the envy of many.
The hiring of quality staff who will continue to
maintain the college’s integrity into the future is only one
of the many legacies Don is leaving behind. The current campus location on the corner of Bush and College
occurred during Don’s tenure and his imprint on its
construction is highly evident. For example, Don had
been tireless in the planning of the Golden Eagle Arena
and the newly started student union as not simply being
functional campus buildings but to represent an uncompromising attitude towards high quality in their amenities. The Golden Eagle Arena is arguably the most complete and comfortable gymnasium among the community
colleges in California. Wait until you see the finished
student union—it will be spectacular, too.
Another legacy left behind is his effect on younger
staff members. Don’s leadership style can be described
as effectively informal with no heavy handedness. He has
frequently taken the time to mentor staff over the years
by conducting “teaching sessions” to illustrate how the
college works. Always with a touch of humor, Don has
adeptly explained topics in a “meat and potatoes” style
that is easy to understand. I will miss his teaching sessions.
Personality wise, President Warkentin is the same
person he was 29 years ago when I first met him. Don
is always up-beat and friendly. (I have only seen him
lose his temper three times in all these years.) His office
door has always been open and he consistently accepted
“drop-in” appointments by students and staff alike. An
advantage to having his door open was that he could call
us administrators into his office for impromptu meetings which we would never mind. His humble personality is what makes him so likeable. I challenge you to
find someone to say something negative about President
Warkentin.
After leaving West Hills College Lemoore Don will
continue to reside in Lemoore which will certainly ensure seeing him root passionately at future Golden Eagle
athletic events. I guarantee he will appear tan, rested,
and smiling when you run into him due to his penchant to
regularly play golf or vacation at or in Hawaii, Catalina,
or Lake Tahoe.
Speaking on behalf of the entire West Hills College
Lemoore staff, I want to congratulate President Warkentin on a remarkable career and thank him for what he
has given to all of us. We wish him well in his retirement.

By Martha Dollahan
Don was the right man in the right place at the right time to lead Lemoore
more than a decade ago. He was the key in making WHCL the leader it is
today. He is a good friend and colleague; as genuine as they come. He will be
missed but not forgotten.
Frank Gornick Ph. D.
Chancellor
West Hills Community College District

A Letter From
the President

By President Warkentin

Chancellor Gornick &President Warkentine

Don & Betty Warkentine

President’s BBQ

Photos by Dennis Gallegos

Thank you all for a great start to the fall semester beginning with our annual Welcome
Back BBQ. It is always fun to see new students and our returning students involved
in club rush and welcoming activities and
donning my chef’s apron cooking hotdogs.
It’s exciting to watch the construction of our new Student Union. Even
though we have lots of dust and a few
traffic issues to be aware of, for the most
part the interruptions have been minimal.
In a few weeks we will see concrete being
poured and steel being erected which will
give us a perspective and outline of the new
building. We are on target for completion
October of 2016. Just a year away!
Last week our Board selected your
new President and I think they made a
great choice. Dr. Kristin Clark is energetic
and student centered, characteristics that
will continue the progress for WHCL. Dr.
Clark will begin her tenure on January 1,
2016. I look forward to working with her
during the transition.
Also, I want to thank everyone for
their efforts in WHCL being recognized as
the top college in Northern California by
USA Today. This is a great achievement
and a testament to all the work we have
done since our initial accreditation in 2006.
You all deserve the credit!
Don Warkentin
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The Student Union:
President’s Legacy

By: Jeffrey Fernandez, Jorge Maqueda, Antonio Montano,
Odalys Valdovinos, Griffin Davis, Jayla English, Gabriella Campana,
& Nikea Ortega

Beginning in June 2014, after going through
a yearlong pause… looking at its completion
in October 2016... ladies and gentleman, we
introduce the Student Union. If you’ve been
wondering where all the construction sounds
and loud noises are coming from, this is it.
Originally the Student Union would have
been already finished or nearing complication,
unfortunately, there was a disagreement on
budget for the construction with the company
claiming they needed another $7 million dollars than had been budgeted, causing a delay
in construction for a year. Moving on, the
Student Union will be roughly 23,000 sq. ft.,
picture this, that’s larger than the 15,000 sq. ft.
admin building yet smaller than the 39,000 sq.
ft. library. It will be able to accommodate 350
students at a time for dining, and 600-650 for
assemblies or events. The Student Union, for
those of you who don’t know; is a “Place for
students to interact with other students”. “It’s
a multi-purpose facility” President Warkentin
stated.

Student Union - Complete in fall 2016

The snack bar and bookstore will be removed from their current locations and
placed inside the union. With the snack
bar being relocated, a wider variety of
food will come with it. The new additions will be a soup and salad bar, deli
station, hot dogs, hamburgers, etc. Nice
day outside? This building will provide an alternative to eating inside with
shaded outdoor seating. In addition, a
new parking lot will be built next to the
union and will add space for 50 cars.
Tutoring will be available for students,
and you can also purchase your books as
well as other West Hills merchandise. In
keeping with changing times and advances in technology, the Student Union
will be a place to charge your phones,
and provide a strong Wi-Fi connection
for your devices. With plans to remain
open until 7:00 PM, the evening students
will also be able to enjoy this state of the
art facility. This is a student’s dream
haven.
We want to let our fellow students in on a little secret, our team was
able to get some exclusive material on
what the future campus of West Hills is
going to look like in the near future.

Photo by Dennis Gallegos

The Student Union will not be the only
building to be constructed in the next
coming years. By 2030, the campus will be
nearly double in size with the addition of
a new 500 building. A two story building
that will house the Nursing department on
the bottom floor; the Middle College High
School classes will be on the second floor
during the day and be used for evening for
college classes. Extensions for the 700 wing
will also be added. A swimming pool, soccer
field, running track, baseball field, and performing arts center will complete this massive project. We asked President Warkentin
where the idea for this huge expansion
came from. He gave us some insight about
the campus completion project, a project
set to expand West Hills with a variety of
activities and opportunities, making West
Hills the best community college in the
state, and putting Lemoore on the map in
the coming years. The Student Union was
made possible by Bond G, a bond voted on
to fund West Hills with enough money to
take the Student Union from dream to reality. What is interesting about that bond is
the people of our community voted to fund
this project and is not state funded. We
hope to see you there, in the future.

Student Union - Complete in fall 2016

A Note From the First Lady
Funny story #1: While on a family trip to Kauai, Don did some pretty crazy
things which were totally out of character. We discovered Don had left the car
on while we were all in the restaurant eating. And then the very next day, he
locked the keys in the car when we got out to look at the Blow Hole. We were
stuck at the Blow Hole for 3 hours waiting for Triple A to open the car door.

~Betty Warkentin

To inquire about Ad space for
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David Gejeian
(559) 925-3603
davidgejeian@whccd.edu

Would you like to write for
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I have had the pleasure of working for Don for many
years. Most recently, I have worked as his Administrative Assistant. Don has been a great boss, who really
cares about me as his assistant. I am going to dearly
miss hearing Don yell, “Amber! Can you get that copy
off the copy machine?!” I wish him well in his retirement, and thank him for giving me the opportunity to
succeed.
				Amber Avitia
				Administrative Assistant 		

President Warkentin, James Preston, and Chancellor Gornick

I have had the honor of serving alongside Don for the past 16
years as a faculty member, Academic Senate President, and as
the Dean of Educational Services. There are many leadership and
life lessons that Don has taught me, but two really stand out. The
first is the importance of building community and relationships.
Don prioritizes community and relationships through his leadership style, events and gatherings on campus and off campus,
and his open door policy. His commitment to community sets the
campus climate and a major reason why WHC Lemoore feels like
a family and a major reason why people love to work here and
come to school here. The second lesson is that to be a truly authentic leader you should communicate consistently to all groups.
It doesn’t matter whether Don is addressing a group of middle
school students at the 5c Experience or the Board of Trustees at
a board meeting… his message is always consistent and clear. We
will miss your leadership, your mentoring, and your friendship,
President Warkentin.
				James Preston
				Dean of Educational Services

Don has been the perfect fit to build a team and prepare
a college for generations to come. His ability to see the
big picture and lead with vision has set the stage for
many great things still to come. Happy retirement Don!
						Ron Oxford		
						Librarian

Don
Over the years, you have been an integral part of the faculty at West Hills. As a mentor, teacher, Athletic Director,
Dean, and President, you have given both students and
faculty, and administration an incredible example to follow and set exemplary standards for us to strive toward.
This school will not be the same without you, but you
have given us all the tools we need to continue growing as
professionals, educators, mentors, and people.
					Rodney Ragsdale
					PE Instructor/Coach

The ASB, Your ASB
Writers: Andi Wood & Celeste Ramos Contributors: Daisy Rodas & Isaac Salinas
You may have heard of the ASB here at
West Hills College Lemoore, but what is it?
The Associated Student Body is crucial because they fight for the student’s needs and
concerns. For example, at CSU Monterey
Bay, ASB officers advocate for affordable
tuition. Valley Community College ASB,
ensures funds for additional counseling for
their students, as well as providing scholarships.
Don Warkentin, President at West Hills
College Lemoore, has supported the Associated Student Body since the beginning.
During the fall semester of 2014 the first
ASB officers at West Hills were surprised
to find that they were not officially recognized by the Board of Trustees or the state.
To gain official status the ASB needed to be
approved by the Board of Trustees, yet they
were not placed on the meeting agenda to
be approved. Instead, they were advised
to reconstruct their constitution with it
matching or having a balance with that of
West Hills College Coalinga.
So the hard work began of revising and editing the constitution to bring it in line with
that of Coalinga’s.

It was extremely difficult to match schedules with the students at West Hills Coalinga to work together on the constitution.
President Warkentin reached out to last
year’s ASB President Victor Chavarin to
finalize the ASB constitution and have it
placed on the Board of Trusties agenda.
Victor stated, “leading up to the board
meeting, I met with Mr. Warkentin every
week” and that the president had invited
all of the ASB into his office when it came
down to editing the constitution. Stating,

“President Warkentin believed
that our students deserved the
right to represent the students
and the college at the district
level.”
West Hills Lemoore ASB was determined
to become official as soon as possible so
that they could get to work on helping
the students here at West Hills College
Lemoore. After a month of attempting to
contact Coalinga’s ASB with no success,
our Lemoore ASB officers decided to get to
work on their own, resulting in our current
constitution.

The ASB met with President Warkentin
for a final revision of the constitution before this item was placed on the agenda
in the Spring of 2015.
Today we now have an official ASB here
at West Hills College Lemoore that continues to actively work with President
Warkentin. Our current ASB President,
Casandra Ramirez-Sanchez says, “Mr.
Warkentin has made this school what it
is. This school started off very small and
it has grown and grown.” The ASB is
currently working on instilling a Student
Activity Fee that will help the students
in many different ways including scholarships for transferring students. They
hold Club Rush twice a semester to help
get students involved in activities and
other clubs available on campus.
Any student at West Hills College
Lemoore can attend ASB meetings,
bring concerns, and be involved.
You can find ASB meeting schedules, as
well as ASB office hours on your student
portal.
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A Long Time Ago . . .
but Not So Far Away

By Melissa McNally, Flora Romero, Kyle Smith, Rueben Arreola, Adriana Barrios, & Wendy Tetrault

O

nce upon a time in the year of 1971 there was a teeny tiny community college created, called West Hills Lemoore. Our story begins
however in 1986 when King Warkentin’s reign began. By his side
were 16 Knights and Ladies of the Order of Higher Education who
have stayed with him throughout his years of power in the kingdom
since the days of yore.
It was a collection of portable classrooms sprinkled on Cinnamon Avenue. The Knights and Ladies of the Order crowded into
one small portable office sharing desks and papering the walls with
multicolored sticky notes, reminisced Jacqui Shehorn. With classrooms in short supply, she actually taught English in the Chemistry Lab. Many of her fellow instructors such as Bob Hall, who fills
student heads with Geography and tales of far away lands, Rene
Paredes, our Keeper of the History, and Marty Ennes, our Master
of Communication, have weathered the changes and become cornerstones in the foundations who have built the kingdom. Marty
remembers, with laughter, when King Warkentin moved into his
new office complete with a private restroom, that he refused to use
it out of fear of being heard as he sat upon the “throne”.

President Warkentin (right) Lemoore campus library construction

Bob Gibson, our Jack Of All Trades, and sometimes referred
to as “Gibby”, was the first instructor to teach Mathematics online
way back in 1997. He has taught over 35 different math course
types during his time here. When asked what fond memories he
had of King Warkentin, he replied “Don has always been good to
work for and has had the interests of our Lemoore campus at heart.
Some of the best memories I have of him are related to his story/
history telling of how WHC Lemoore has evolved, particularly the
early days on the old campus when we had Thanksgiving dinners he
mostly cooked himself, he may have had a failure or two in the process and that is why we are doing them the way they are done now!”
In the beginning of the King’s reign, the kingdom used ancient and heavy projectors. When the sounds of the squeaky wheels
were heard it signified the beginning of a long class of serious note
taking. “Overheads were used when you had to roll this heavy projector out and plug it in the wall to project an item on the screen,”
Shehorn described to us. As time went by, the magical touch of
technology made a huge impact on the Knights and Ladies of the
Order. Shawn Jackson states, “At first I was reluctant to use the
iPad in the classroom. In fact, I hadn’t used my issued iPad for almost a year. Now I use it every day.” Libra Howard stated, “Technology is ever-changing, so its options are endless. I am a teacher,
but I am also a student.” Technology Wizard and Computer Science
instructor David Rengh shared, “The technology moves so fast out
here I often have to revise courses mid-semester to accommodate
the changes.”
One day a very generous gift was given to the good people of
the kingdom so they could expand to spread more knowledge and
wisdom. Thus, the lovely champagne castle came to be built at the
end of Bush and College Avenue.

Filled with the latest magic of the realm, all ready to inspire eager
minds. It was 2002 when the king and his Knights and Ladies of the
Order rode gallantly upon this spacious campus.
The valiant librarian, Ron Oxford who was a mere student
of the trade himself, in 1990, attended West Hills College on Cinnamon Avenue until 1993, in which he was deemed an apprentice at
the little campus library. That library is now our current portable
book store. Ron said that while he was a student worker at the library, it had only 3 or 4 computers, which now would be considered
ancient relics of the realm. On becoming the librarian here in 2003,
he played a vital role in implementing the systems and procedures
that are used to this day. At that time there were approximately 30
computers, now there are close to 100. Ron also stated, “ The newest of technology is a necessity here, especially on a college campus.”
However, he will always be willing to fight to keep a section of the
campus library in its traditional form, making him truly a noble
champion of the printed word. The ACE Lab or, Academic Center
for Excellence is the crowning jewel of the library. Here students
can receive both individual instruction on difficult subjects as well
as attend tutoring sessions held by students known as SI’s, who
have excelled in these subjects.
Marta Hendrickson, the kingdom’s trusted advisor and liaison, also known as a counselor, has witnessed many changes, stating
“It’s always fun to reminisce about the good old days” when talking
to past faculty and staff. She also feels that while there is no substitute for meeting with your counselor face-to-face, transitioning
to online registration from paper was a gargantuan improvement.
Magic indeed.
With so much time spent building the kingdom, many years
of shared work and memories, this band of educators became much
more like a family. During the days of mid spring, the beloved King
Warkentin and beautiful Queen Betty have been known to host the
Tournament of Years End by requesting his Knights and Ladies
of the Order to gather away from the Kingdom to relax and enjoy
their inner jesters. It is always a merry time to be had by all with
food, ale, and fun.
For every great novel - for every great story - an ending must
follow. King Warkentin’s reign was a great and accomplished one,
but for all true leaders, the time comes when the crown must be
passed to another. He will be missed by all his Knights and Ladies
of the Order, as well as the subjects of his kingdom. We can all
agree with Libra Howard when she stated that she, “... admired
and appreciated that he conveys a humanness, sharing work with
family, and sharing family with work.” He has impacted the lives of
everyone around him. “He not only built this college but has been
its soul and greatest supporter. I will miss him,” Bob Hall stated-a
sentiment with which we can surely all agree.

Photo by Dennis Gallegos

												

Jay
Thomas
By Stevie Barrett, Danny Vidaurri, Lisa Rodamel,

Mariana Martinez, Felipe Correa, & Kelsie Tamayo

Who is Jay Thomas? Let’s start from the beginning. Mr.

Jay Thomas grew up here, in the small town of Lemoore,
California, and also attended Lemoore High School. Mr.
Thomas then went on to attend Cal Poly where he originally intended to study in the field of forensic science however, his college girlfriend’s parents were both teachers
and played a role in his decision to become a math teacher. He talked to us about how comforting it is to teach a
subject that he never struggled explaining to his friends,
stating “Math is the only subject where the answer is the
answer and it’s not subjective like English.” He is one of
those teachers that teaches for the students, not for himself. He truly wants to see us thrive and achieve our wildest dreams. It is refreshing to know that there are great
people like this, growing up where we grew up. What’s
interesting about Mr. Thomas is the level of investment
he puts into his students. He gives them everything they
need to succeed and more. He believes that his students
know that he is there for them. That is flat out incredible.
Jay Thomas is an exceptional teacher that does not do this
simply for the pay or the benefits. He does this because it
is what he is passionate about. It is what gets him out of
bed every morning, aside from his wife and daughter.
When he was younger he listened to alternative
music, and even some hip-hop, interestingly enough his
college roommate was actually a DJ who made money
DJ’ing parties and weddings.

=

-

EagleEye-Sep./Oct. 2015

5

Student
Success
Curious to see what he would say, we asked him
“Who would you vote for, Hillary or Trump?” He grinned,
let out some air and said, “Trump, because he brings a
lot of good things to the table, despite the bad. He has a
business background and could fiscally help the economy.
But, I do not think that Hillary should keep getting beat up
for the emails. They should just let that go. Plus, I think it
would be amazing to have a women president.”
The moment became humorous when he found himself a bit puzzled with the question of, what items he would
take with him if ever stranded on an island. His reply,
“Should I go with the more logical approach? Or should I
go with what I would want? Okay, let’s go with the survival
mode, my iPhone, a machete…do I really want a machete?”
Danny then says, “That’s all good until your phone battery
dies.” Mr. Thomas adds, “Aw man! Your right!” Stevie
then asks, “Maybe a solar charger?” He nods, “Yes! Let’s
go with the solar-powered iPhone, a flint, and fishing gear.”
Satisfied with his answer, he tells us he loves Star Wars (the
originals), Breaking Bad, House of Cards, and UFC. His
favorite fighter is Johnny Hendricks. He even went to college with Chuck Liddell, who used to be a bouncer, they all
knew Chuck would become something bigger someday and
he did.
Wrapping up the interview Mr. Thomas shared a
quote about President Warkentin, he’s known the President
for quite some time, and he had this to say about him leaving, “He will be missed, from his leadership to his vision.
He left West Hills as one of the top community colleges in
California.” Great words from a great teacher. It was truly
a privilege to have had the opportunity to interview Mr.
Thomas.

_______________________________________________________________________

Presidential Fried Rice
Don’s famous fried rice recipe:
Combine to taste the following: cooked white
rice, soy sauce, scrambled eggs, already cooked
bacon pieces, green onions.
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West Hills Oasis
Writers: Bethany Tetrault, Martha Dollahan & Tanya Lopez Contributers: Victor Holguin & Angie Aboyte

Driving Southbound on Highway 41, you look to your right and there you see it . . . a little green jewel of a campus in the middle of a desolate terrain. Like a mirage, it draws the eye of any visitor with its meandering thoroughfare and geometrical architecture. While walking
the campus, many are impressed by its lush vegetation and well maintained landscape. However, the question arises: Is it ethical for West
Hills College campus to be wasting so much water on aesthetics when Central California is plagued by drought? It is rumored that West
Hills Lemoore has reduced their water consumption by 15% since last year.

When asked about information regarding the schools efforts to cut down on water usage John Bernal, head of the Maintenance Department at West Hills says, “At the Lemoore campus we abide by the cities regulations. We have a very technical and advanced irrigation
system that measures evapotranspiration or (ET). Which by definition means it is the sum of evaporation of plant transpiration from the
Earth’s land and ocean surfaces to the atmosphere. Which in our case is the Earth’s land.” He goes on and explains that, “Evaporation accounts for the movement of water to the air from sources such as the soil, canopy interception and water bodies. For our irrigation system
we use the process of cycles and soaks due to our soil conditions. This allows for little or no run off water while watering the grass.” West
Hills is doing a fantastic job in keeping within the new water restriction because of the drought, while keeping the landscape of the campus pristine, yet green.

Photo by Dennis Gallegos

Not only is West Hills keeping up with
reducing water, they are trying to find
new gadgets to install on campus to
further reduce water consumption. John
talks about ideas such as, “Aerators on
faucets that will save up to 50% to 70%
on water use over standard faucets, also,
reducing water heating cost and carbon
footprint to heat water. Another idea is to
install handles on the toilets that identify
(solids up to flush, liquid press down to
flush).” John also mentions that West
Hills is also thinking about waterless
urinals. All these ideas are plausible and
would result in incredible savings, however these are costly renovations.
The drought may seem like a topic that has been overly hyped and discussed, but the fact is, the drought is a serious issue and affects
California residents. If you are interested in simple and fun ways to conserve water during the drought consider these tips:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Always make sure to check your pipes and faucets for leaks.
Try not to flush trash down the toilet (every time you flush trash down the toilet you waste 		
5-7 gallons of water).
If it’s yellow, let it mellow. If it’s brown, flush it down (flushing less, wastes less!).
Time your showers to take shorter ones.
Turn off the water while you soap up.
Wash your hair less. (Washing your hair often depletes it of its natural oils.)
Don’t keep the water running while you brush your teeth, wash dishes, clean vegetables, or
wash your car.
Only use your dishwasher and clothes washer when fully loaded.
Plant drought-resistant lawns, shrubs, and plants.
Only water when necessary, check your towns watering schedules.
Use hose attachments to water your garden and recycle water in your home.
Screw real grass, paint your lawn green!
Boycott bottled water companies based in California, such as Nestle (for more information
on why Nestle is worth avoiding, visit thinkpress.org/climate).
Re-wear your dirty clothes. Wear it till it stinks!
Take couple’s baths, they’re always fun!
Not in a relationship? Pee in the shower!
Acknowledgements

Gustafson, Stacey. 27 Funny Ways to Save Water During Drought. N.p., 4 June 2014. Web. 29 Aug. 2015. <http://staceygus		
tafson.com/27-funny-ways-save-water-drought/>
“Water Conservation.” 25 Ways to Conserve Water in the Home and Yard. Earth Easy, n.d. Web. 29 Aug. 2015. <http://earth		
easy.com/live_water_saving.htm
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PPPSSSTTT!!!! Wanna Hear Some Dusty Secrets?
Student Writers: Chance Stinger, Katie Dewey, Saul Sanchez, Raquel Solorio, Nick Schiff

Brought to you today by Journalism--we have the dirty--take that

back, DUSTY secrets of not Donald Trump nor Justin Bieber, but
of West Hills College Lemoore, where a house is $6,515 dollars and
gas prices are at an all time low--of wait for it --A WHOPPING
10 CENTS PER GALLON! Well, if we were lucky enough to be
born around 1932, but then again according to (West Hills College
District: 75 years 1932- 2007, page 21.) life expectancy was only up
to 59.7 years. Lemoore may not be a popular town, as it is mostly
known for its dry desert, the thunderous Naval Air Station, and
for the adrenaline pinching ambiance of the Tachi Palace Casino.
In order to gather some of the following information, we had to
dig deep through the dry wells of California to rehydrate these
parched secrets. According to the Hanford Sentinel West Hills College Lemoore has been ranked number ONE in Northern California. Although we were not always as influential, West Hills College
Lemoore has grown significantly from being in portables (no, not
porta-potties), but buildings such as the snack bar and classrooms,
to immense structures of education filled with chapters and decades of knowledge. West Hills College Lemoore used to be a part
of the Coalinga High School as an extension for Fresno State, but
driven by accomplishments and ambition, Coalinga College went
through some changes. In 1956 the college opened a 40 acre campus, which changed its name to West Hills College in 1961. Then
in 2006 the College branched off. The sister college, West Hills
College Lemoore was first built in 2002 starting with the 200 wing,
administration building, and the library. Afterwards the seven
and eight hundred wings were constructed. Born in 2011 was The
Golden Eagle Arena which is the largest community college gymnasium in the state. The Eagle Arena has hosted former Governor
of Alaska Sarah Palin as a fundraiser for the Grand Opening,
former First Lady Laura Bush, Dr. Cornel West, and even a homecoming for professional boxer and Lemoore native, Jose Ramirez.
Even though the college is young it has accomplished a lot in these
past years, earning its number one spot.
When interviewing the Dean James Preston, who started
as an English teacher in 2000 (hopefully he doesn’t scrutinize this
grammar), he used to travel from the three locations, Firebaugh,
Coalinga and Lemoore. When the new campus was built he stated
“It was cool to have cutting edge technology for that time period”.
He founded T.E.A.M Teach from portable 506m, which has grown
exponentially. They now hand out 230 books to students to help
future teachers prepare for the California Basic Educational Skills
Test (CBEST). Even though Preston hadn’t planned it, he became
the Dean of student services. His philosophy is “Listen.Learn.
Lead” , and that is how he has developed from a teacher to the
Dean.
During the interviews with Mathematician Bob Gibson and
Geography teacher Bob Hall, we found out some very intriguing
information. Come to think about it both Hall and Gibson are two
of the eldest working teachers at West Hills College Lemoore. Hall
didn’t start teaching for West Hills until 1990 when West Hills
was originally a bunch of portable classrooms located on 18th
Avenue and Cinnamon down the street from the soccer complex
in Lemoore. Gibson, on the other hand, has been teaching at West
Hills for the past twenty years and started as a teacher for West
Hills in Coalinga. They both talked about what the college was like
before it branched out on its own. They also mentioned how the
snack bar at the Lemoore campus used to be the original administration building and the middle college high school portables used
to be the original classrooms. We even asked them this, “If you
could go back in time and bring something back from the old days
of the college to the college now, what would you bring?” Gibson
stated that he would bring the entire Agricultural program from
the Coalinga campus, and he would love to teach students how agriculture was done back when he did not lack vigor. Mr. Hall just
looked at us, smiled and laughed, saying that he wouldn’t bring
anything back.

When he was asked why, he simply explained, “This school is a
great school. Why would you want to change it?” We laughed along
with him as well. Both Mr. Hall and Mr. Gibson said that teaching
at West Hills College is not simply work, but that they have made it
their life. To them, teaching isn’t a job. It’s a hobby and a lifestyle.
Just in case our unorthodox timeline didn’t have enough
numbers, here’s is a quick summary of how many students were
awarded degrees and certificates at West HIlls College Lemoore
from 2009-15. So, we put the numbers in bold to make it interesting
for you. Over the years the college has grown in numbers. While
in 2009 through 2010, it was a at 406 students we took a dive and
dropped to 324 in 2010-11, slowly but surely it grew to 375 in 201112 so guess who made a comeback? Oh yeah, we did! From then on
we were boss certified and became a conglomerate of 536 in 2013-14
yet, over time we keep increasing, and like a rogue tank, we rammed
down the doors and exploded to 803, which helped our graduate
total rise to an impressive 2837.
Even though West Hills College Lemoore is considered by
many to be among the top community colleges in the state right now,
there is always room for improvement. If you’ve been on campus
lately, construction for the Student Union is already in progress.
This will provide a place for students to socialize, grab a bite to eat,
and relax in between classes. Along with the Student Union, President Warkentin plans to have another parking lot built to make sure
parking is not an issue for the increasing amount of eager learners.
When asked what will be the next addition to the campus after the
Student Union is completed the president said that they already have
plans to build an amazing two story building that is expected to be
completed in 2020. Other additions include expanding the Administration Building, a theater along with a drama program, some softball and baseball fields. A swimming pool and tennis courts are also
in the works. Yet the future is always changing and there is plenty of
dry land around in need of some “collegiate appeal.”

Dusty WHCL Snapple Facts
●
●
●
●

Women’s soccer was the first sport offered at WHCL.
The Eagle Pantry was started in 2013.
A police officer now patrols the WHCL campus.
English 100 was developed in 2014 and it combined four English
courses into one course.
● In 1982, the girls dorm caught fire and burnt down at the
Coalinga campus.
● Don Warkentin has been the president for 29 years.
● James Preston Dean of Student Services still teaches classes.
● The college newspaper changed its name from “Screaming Eagle”
to the “EagleEye”.
● First West Hills was an extension from Fresno State University
that dates back to 1932.
● Mascot used to be a falcon and now it’s the Golden Eagle.
● If you donate $500 to the library you get a plaque.
● Making a plaque for Teddy Badasci Lemoore native and West 		
Hills supporter.
● 2006 it snowed on Lemoore campus.
● West Hills Lemoore dedication ceremony was held October 4th
2002.
● Getting rid of porta-potties (portables)
● West Hills College crew mans a channel 18 KVPT pledge drive in
December 1995.
● West Hills College has a book dedicated to 75 years of academic
excellence from 1932-2007.
● New Golden Eagle Arena is the largest sports arena of any
community college in California.
● In the 40’s, Bonnie Jean Welz participated in the new Civilian 		
Pilot Training program
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Professors are People Too:
Featuring Kent Olson
By Stephen Cano & Xavier Soto
Pictured: Kent Olson

Kent Olson: The Man, The Myth, The Wrestler
“Wrestling is a lifestyle . . . some may have the opportunity to
experience its greatness and never complain about it.”

• Olson finished college in only four years with a bachelor’s
degree and a teaching credential. He loves teaching but did not
want to stay in school.

• Kent Olson went to Rayloc High School in Covina, moved on to
San Antonio College and then to Cal State Fullerton.

• Coach also said that he is a dog person and has owned
Labradors for over 5 years.

• Coach Olson told Xavier and I that he was a league champion
in high school.

• During his years at Lemoore High, he was inaugurated to be in
the Lemoore High Hall of Fame.

• Coach Olson told us that his favorite ice cream is Chocolate
Chip but says it can change within the span of one day.

• Olson moved to Lemoore and lead Lemoore High to 14 Straight
League Championships in wrestling.

• As a high school student, Coach Olson participated in track,
football, and wrestling.

• Coach has 40 years of coaching and 17 years of actual wrestling
under his belt.

Survey: 100 West Hills College Lemoore
Students Polled

Breaking Down the Numbers:
Are WE Smart Enough to Vote?
We all know of the rights that become available once we turn eighteen. Some of

If you had to vote for Hillary Clinton, or Donald Trump, us smoke, some gamble, and some of us even cross the pond for a pint at a pub in
who would you vote for?
England. But what about those of us who choose to vote? Someone finally cares
Clinton 65

Trump 35

Who is the current Vice President of the United
States?
Knew it was Joe Biden 43

Had no clue 57

What is your opinion about the scandal concerning
the Ashley Madison website?
Knew what Ashley Madison was 76 Had no clue 24

about what we have to say about the government, or what we think. Do we really
know enough to vote? Some results of our survey may surprise you.

We asked 100 students if they had to vote today for either Hillary or Trump, who
they would choose. Out of these students, 65 chose Hillary as opposed to Trump.
However, when we asked who the current Vice President of the United States is,
out of the same students we surveyed, 57 of them didn’t have the slightest idea
that Joe Biden is the Vice President. That is over fifty percent and he has been
the Vice President for seven years, likely since they were in Junior High. When
asked about a recent media scandal concerning the Ashley Madison website, a
website built for cheating spouses. Out of the 100 polled, 76 did not know what
Ashley Madison was. A far more positive result on lack of knowledge.
Does every voter make the right decision? Probably not, but that just shows that
we have a responsibility to learn more about the issues that are important to each
of us, and make the right choices based on facts, rather than media bias. It’s our
right and duty as adults and U.S. citizens.

272 N. Palm Ave. Fresno, CA 93701 ~ (559-486-5222)

												

-

EagleEye-Sep./Oct. 2015

9

A Note From the First Lady
Funny story #2: Don will not ask for directions when we are traveling.
He believes his military training has given him super power skills to
find any location. However, on a few occasions, I have noticed us passing landmarks more than once, but he will not admit that we are lost.

~Betty Warkentin
Don,
As you prepare to leave us, I wanted to thank you for finding a spot for me here at West
Hills. You made that possible, and I will always be grateful. I know that you and Betty
must be excited to begin this new chapter of your lives; I wish you both many years of
good health and happiness. Happy Retirement.
															Best wishes,

															

Kim Sheffield

To Don Warkentin:
				
I think of you everytime I wear shorts to work.
															

															Jameson

Birrell

A Note From the First Lady
Don loves God, his family, West Hills College, sports, travel with
his family and “boy” trips, Chinese food, Western movies, golf,
and he is very proud of his military service.
							~Betty Warkentin

Some Math: By Shawn Jackson
A Lot of Thought
What is the number of the parking space
containing the car?

***The Answer is on page #11***

A Review of One of President
Warkentin’s Favorite Movies:
		By: David Gejeian

B+

This 1962 classic features not one, but two of the
most famous (and talented) actors of all time—John
Wayne and James Stewart. Of course, films need
more than talented actors to be deemed as “good.”
Thankfully, this western is well executed, and is distinguished by clear-cut themes like justice, loyalty,
love, and redemption. The unorthodox relationship between Wayne and Stewart’s characters is
what makes this film. Here we have an experienced
gunslinger “man’s man” and an attorney, with little
to no physical moxie. To create a greater contrast,
these two both love the same woman and both share
the same nemesis. The way this plays out is thoroughly entertaining. I highly recommend this film.

10-

EagleEye-Sep./Oct. 2015

The Men Behind the Ball
Written by: Catarina Martins & Stephen Reyes

Contributors: Nathalye Munoz & Connie Cuebas

While you might not think about it, West Hills hosts a mix of students from all over the globe. Today we would like to put the spotlight on
two soccer players from vastly different areas of the world in an effort to get to know just who is behind that ball…
First we started with Youri Moutinho Jose Dos Santos (you can call him Youri if that’s a mouthful.) Youri comes from Rio De Janiero,
Brazil and has been playing soccer since the age of three. Some of his favorite activities include: working out in the gym, swimming,
hanging out with friends, and of course, soccer. He aspires to be a professional athlete or if that doesn’t work out, an athletic trainer for
a soccer club. His favorite team comes from a sports club in Brazil which hosts it’s very own team, the Fluminese Football Club, despite
this however, his favorite player is Thiago Silva who plays for Paris Saint-Germain.
We asked about life back home in Brazil, when he came to West Hills he left his mother and a brother back in Rio. Don’t worry though,
Youri calls his family once a week and admits he does not experience homesickness. Why? “Because Lemoore is my home, I’d like to stay
here forever!” Youri’s dedication to soccer is one that can inspire us all, “ I want to be a professional soccer player someday. I feel happy
playing the game, blocking out all the surroundings to focus on the game, it makes me feel free.”
Our next interview was Lyndon “Mili” Farr from England. No stranger to schooling abroad, having previously attended college in Kentucky where he made a handful of friends. He plans to stay in America for the next four years to complete his bachelor’s degree, however,
he is as yet undecided if he will return to England upon receiving his degree.
“Not really,” Was Mili’s answer when he was asked about getting homesick, like Youri, he calls home at least once a week and Skype’s
with his sister twice a month. He does miss some of the comforts of home though, such as his favorite desert: apple crumble, and has his
dad send him English Chocolate every two months stating, “Nothing in America can compare.”

Q&A
With Lyndon and Youri

Q: Do you like the valley weather?
A: The valley weather is awesome, I love the sun.
Q: How was life back home?
A: Prior to coming to America, life back home was busy. I had
lots of meetings, paperwork, phone calls and tests.
Q: Have you made friends here?
A: I have made many friends since I have been here. I became
close friends with some Jamaicans at my last college and spent
Christmas with them. I also made good friends with Brazilians,
Mexicans and some locals here and there from Kentucky and one
in Tennessee all whom I hope to stay in touch with. Since being in
California, I have been living with Brazilians on the soccer team.

Photos by Dennis Gallegos

Lyndon “Mili” Farr
Q: Why did you choose West Hills College Lemoore?
A: I did not like the soccer program at my previous college in
Kentucky. I was originally going to the Feather River because I
have a friend there, but their roster was full. I looked for a junior
college that offered more and found West Hills College Lemoore.

Pictured: Lyndon Farr

Pictured: Youri Santos

Youri Moutinho
Q: What is your full name?
A: Youri Moutinho Jose Dos Santos
Q: Have you been to any of California’s Beaches?
A: Yes, I’ve been to Pismo, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz, &
Venice
Q: What is your favorite thing to do?
A: Hang out with friends

Q: What was your worst experience in America?
A: My worst experience in America was pre-season at my last
college. We practiced for six hours a day for one month.

Q: When is your birthday?
A: 02/05/1994
Q: What is your favorite food?
A: Chicken Alfredo Pasta
Q: Favorite Beverage?
A: Passion Fruit Drink.

Don,

The Career Café is here to assist all
students, alumni, and faculty/staff.
Come visit us in Room 275
or call 559-925-3373

I’m here because of you, so I
will always be grateful to you for
the chance to work for WHCL.
Enjoy retirement.
		

Joel Rogers

		Biology Instructor
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Professors are People too: Featuring Glen Hill
Glen Offers The Pen, Once Again
By Taylor Olivas & Roman Armenta
Glen Hill lives what he teaches. If you’re in a class
with him, you know what he’s asking for, because
he’ll be doing it along with you. This degree of energy
behind his craft is bound to lead to wonderful destinations. Glen Hill has worked on a variety of projects
over his career, from the current Family Guy and
childhood favorite, Fox and the Hound. His portfolio
of work traces back to industry giants such as Disney,
Marvel, and Universal Studios, among others.
It is an honor to have the opportunity to prod away at
this creative mind.
1. What are some misconceptions held by others toward
artists or art industry?
From my experience, it seems that most people believe that an artist’s talent, regardless of their form of
expression, is somehow God-given. I think that there
is an innate interest, often a passion, and in some
cases an obsession. But the God-given talent manifests
as hard work, in order to develop that talent. Talent is
intelligence focused.

“In the Presence of Yearning” by Glen Hill

“Blue Angel” by Glen Hill

2. What is some vital advice that an inspiring artist would need?
First, find out what interests you. Where is your passion? What is it that you would rather do than anything else in the world? Then
focus your attention on that interest.There is great advantage to being obsessed with a passion. As early as possible in your life, ask yourself what is it you really want to do? If you’re interested in the visual arts, do you want to go into film, fine arts education, advertising,
graphic arts? Many times you can find that answer for yourself by realizing who you have admired from the past. For me, it was the great
illustrators of the early part of the 20th century that most inspired me and informed the direction I wanted to take for my life.
3. What point or event caused you to pursue the arts?
When I was sixteen, a gallery exhibiting prints by Norman Rockwell opened in a small town near my hometown of Poway, California.The
painting, “Saying Grace”, changed my life. The art direction, the composition, the staging that Norman Rockwell used for this piece actually placed the viewer sitting at a table in an American café, enjoying a uniquely American slice of nostalgia. Honestly, this powerful scene
could’ve taken place in any café around the world.The feelings that the piece evokes exist in the universal human experience, I’m not all
that religious, but this piece of art touched me, and at that moment I knew what I wanted to do.
4. What factors make being an artist “worth it”?
I believe that it is the responsibility of every individual to discover their own passion, and to express it. If your passion happens to be in
the visual arts, then art is the way that you express how you see your world and the universe. In my view, there is a certain amount of
truth to the idea that the universe creates lifeforms in order to see itself. That may be an over abstraction, but I find the greatest joy in
creating something that represents the natural world as I see it, and addresses that desire that resides in each of us to reach for our highest creative expression.
5. You’re on death row. . . last meal?
I would like have whatever meal is served on an international flight to any country, anywhere.
6.Favorite Cartoon?
Pinocchio, on so many levels. However, I watch Planet 51 and How to Train Your Dragon repeatedly.
7. GMO or gluten-free pick one.
GMO’s have created a gluten problem in the American diet. This profit-driven practice has created an American populace that is overweight, hypertensive and fraught with medical problems that are still unfolding. Many countries have banned GMO’s, or at least made
labeling of genetically modified foods mandatory. We, as a nation will surely wake up and do the same. Having said that, I embrace a
lifestyle of enjoying all things in moderation, and frankly, I love pasta!

The
Answer
To
Shawn’s Math
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President Warkentin,
I want to extend my appreciation, not only for your contributions to EagleEye, but also for
your leadership on campus.
I know I speak on behalf of everyone involved in the campus newspaper when I say, thank for
this opportunity. You are the reason the newspaper came back to campus. You visited the journalism classroom, allowing students to voice their opinions --ultimately creating the EagleEye brand.
You have contributed cover articles to every edition. You have encouraged the students and myself
to share opinions and speak freely. Your door has always open for questions and interviews. For
this, we are all truly grateful.
I am so thankful that I have had the privilege to work for you. You modeled leadership by being welcoming and approachable. You hired me twice, and for that I will always be thankful. Have
a wonderful retirement.
											
David Gejeian

A Photo Tribute to President Warkentin
Photos by Dennis Gallegos

Don Warkentin, Betty Warkentin, and Bob Clement

DonWarkentin with Laura Bush

James Preston, Joel Ruble, Don Warkentin and Dave Bolt

President Warkentin at the West Hills College Lemoore Graduation

A Message from Betty Warkentin:
As our time at West Hills College comes to a close we take with us so many wonderful memories and so many lifelong friends. Don’s passion for the college will never
end. From making everyone who comes to visit us take a tour of the college, ( even if
they didn’t want a tour) to checking the progress of the Arena everyday, to attending
all the sport events he could, to feeling proud of every aspect of the college as it grew
from a few portable buildings to the amazing college it is today. Don’s passion for
West Hills College is everlasting.
We will definitely miss our gatherings at Wark’s Watering Hole and all the laughter
we have shared. West Hills College employees know how to have fun! So to all our
friends at West Hills College from the lyrics of Roy Rogers and Dale Evans . . .
Happy trails to you, until we meet again. Happy trails to you, keep smilin’ on till then.
Thank you everyone for many years of happiness.
																Betty

