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WHC Coalinga Vision Statement
West Hills College Coalinga is committed to the relentless pursuit of student success.

Go Falcons!
WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
Students from the Student Support Services (SSS) Program had the opportunity to visit San Jose State
University and San Francisco Art Institute May 30-31, 2017. On the first day, they toured the beautiful
campus of San Jose State University and then explore the town. Then on the second day, the students got
went to the Academy of Science with its abundance of environmental scenery and historical information. The
students really enjoyed the experience and the planetarium show. After that, they went to visit San Francisco
Art Institute, which is a school a couple of our students are interested in transferring into after they finish at
West Hills College. We finished our day with a cultural experience at Pier 39. Students had the opportunity to
explore the ambience and really admire the experience. The students were grateful to attend this trip and
have a better understanding of what they need to do to transfer to a 4-year school. They also appreciated
the cultural experience of San Jose and San Francisco. The purpose of this trip is to help the student
envision themselves at these campuses and see the cultural opportunities these cities have to offer. We want
our students to envision their future to have a successful educational experience. Like our motto says, “Once
you go here, you can go anywhere.”
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The TRiO Club took a long earned trip to CSU Northridge on June 8, 2017. Here they toured the campus and
got a glimpse of the creativity on campus. They also got to see how diverse the campus is. The pictures
below are from the Chicano Resource and Cultural Art House. The students enjoyed their trip and were very
inspired. The college campus was beautiful, we look forward to going back.

President's Monthly Message

The Upward Bound 4th of July committee put together an event with Greg Delano as keynote speaker. The
presentation took place June 26 at the WHC Coalinga Theater, from 6 to 7 pm. Mr. Delano’s presented about
"Democracy, Virtue, and Money" which helped attendees understand how all three of these are related to one
another. The beginnings of democracy was described and the attendees were encouraged to be disciplined
to put in hard work now for a greater good later. Mr. Delano also presented at Tranquility High School at 1pm
and the North District Center at 6pm, on July 3.

CalWORKs Family Educational Night took place at WHC Coalinga on Wednesday, June 28 and on Thursday,
June 29, 2017 at North District Center. The event had informational booths from college academic services to
promote local resources agencies to CalWORKs students and their families. In addition, students and their
families had the chance to talk to potential employers regarding local job opportunities.
Families and their kids had the opportunity to ask questions, listen to music, network, play some educational
games, do art and crafts together plus face painting. Abigail Lopez stated that she enjoyed the "event
because gave her an opportunity to do fun outdoor activities with her kids".
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Tutor Expo 2017 - The professionalization of tutoring
The Tutor Expo, developed and run by Mark Manase and Danny Pitaway in conjunction with 3CSN and
ACTLA, has been a revolutionary concept to change the paradigm of tutoring. The tutor expo presents on all
areas of tutoring starting from the tutors themselves, teaching pedagogy, and reaching to the administration
of tutoring and supplemental instruction. Tutors as well as coordinators and Learning Center staff receive
better tools to professionalize the education of peer students. This year’s event took place at Pasadena City
College on March 31 and April 1, 2017.
Learning Center staff Matt Magnuson, Nick Andrews, and Brian Rouska attended workshops to gather ideas
and practices to improve the management and operation of the Learning Center. We networked with other
coordinators and Learning Center Staff throughout the region. Community colleges all over the state of
California attended and were excited to implement practices we shared regarding how West Hills College
uses collaborative technology, such as laptops and iPads with interactive online whiteboards, as well as
whiteboard tables, in order to better tutor our students. In this workshop, the “L.A.P (Learning Assistance
Project) Coordinators Chat,” we also learned from other community colleges better ways to implement
evaluation systems to include students’ preparedness for L.C. services. The sharing of information and
practices continued throughout the day; each college leaving with something new or better to improve their
services. Practices ranged from better ways to serve our student athletes, recognize schedule struggles,
and transfer requirements and better scheduling, to locations of tutorial services. Many ideas were taken
back to WHCC on how to better our Supplemental Instruction such as giving embedded tutors a different role
in the classroom, and much more. Nine tutors also participated in offerings: Ryanne Clark, Evarista Veliz,
Roman Mendiola, Yang (Oscar) Li, Apefai (Jr) Taifane, Paulo Souza, Rafael Rico, Miranda Ferrell, and Sean
Ferrell.

Summer Camps
 Ag Career Camp / June 11-June 16
64 middle school students participated (43 from Avenal, and 21 from Mendota).
One highlight from this year’s summer camp – they combined two middle schools for the first time and
shortened it from a two week camp to a one week camp. Avenal students took classes following the
Plant science pathway. Mendota students took classes following the Industrial Maintenance pathway.
All students at the end of the camp presented a PowerPoint presentation on why they chose there
career and what universities' offer degrees in those careers. Overall the summer AG camp was
successful and students enjoyed their time on the WHCC campus learning and having fun.
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UB 2017 Residential Summer Program / June 5-July 22
30 students participating from three feeder high schools (Coalinga, Tranquility, and Mendota).
Students lived for 6-weeks in the college residence halls. Meals were provided through West Hills
College’s dining facility. Each weekday, students participated in academic classes with lots of active,
hands-on learning opportunities. Course selections were made taking into account each student’s
academic development and should support improved performance during the following academic
year. UB students have the opportunity to earn West Hills College credit for college level course
offerings they successfully complete. Cultural and evening activities were also planned for UB
students to enjoy.



2017 Chevron Fun Physical Science Camp / June 12-July 7 (camps are M-F, limited to 20 campers
each week)
June 12-17, 7th graders
June 19-23, 6th graders- (Camps at Mendota Middle School and Coalinga)
June 26-30, 4th/5th graders- (Camps at Mendota Middle School and Coalinga)
July 3-7, 2nd/3rd graders
o Chevron presented a check for $65k to the West Hills Community College District on 6/27 at the
board meeting. A $41,000 were allocated to serve kids from 2-7th grade in Coalinga and
Mendota. The Camps are focused on engaging kids and providing a foundation for them to
learn about science and technology. West Hills College Coalinga is vested in expanding STEM
opportunities for students throughout our service area and believes that engaging students at a
young age will attract more students to the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, and
mathematics. This is the fourth year of the camps and we hope to continue to expand the
opportunities to other school districts in our service area soon.

FARM OF THE FUTURE
Tim Ellsworth and Terry Brase attended the Wonderful Teacher Workshop at Caltech in Pasadena on June
19 - 23. The workshop allowed them to meet with professors and researchers doing advanced work in areas
impacting agriculture including solar cells, light energy and imagery, soil and water quality, and geospatial
technologies. The other focus was on the use of teaching methodology to promote learning through
exploration, discovery and critical thinking. At the conclusion of the workshop, participants gave presentations
on STEM learning modules developed during the week to Caltech faculty and Wonderful staff. In addition, the
workshop provided the opportunity to meet many potential high school partners that have high academic
students for West Hills.
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Clint Cowden and Chris Chaney attended the Ag Prep Intern
Showcase featuring students from Avenal High School that just
completed their two week paid internship. These students just
finished their junior year and will be seniors next year in the
Wonderful Education program. We are very proud of how far
these students have come starting out in our summer camp, and
continuing on. Their growing love and passion for agriculture has
been exciting to watch.

Terry Brase, Chris Chaney, Clint Cowden and Tim Ellsworth attended the California Agriculture Teachers
Association annual conference June 25-29 in San Luis Obispo. They engaged in various activities at the
conference including workshops on community college curriculum development, career development event
planning and coordination meetings with high school agriculture teachers. There were also industry meetings
with Department of Pesticide Regulations and various agricultural marketing boards. The conference is a
great recruiting opportunity as WHCC faculty develop professional associations with other community college
and high school Ag teachers.
Here on the farm, our staff has
also been hard at work. Now
that irrigation on the garlic is
complete, our student workers
Adrian Jenkins and Anthony
Picca as well as Farm
Technician JR Velazquez have
been working early mornings to
get all of the drip tape out of the
field. The garlic will be harvested
in August, then we will have
some time to prep the ground
before we plant again.
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Social Media out at the Farm of the Future
Do you want to know what is going on out at the Farm? Check out our social media sites to stay up-to-date
with the latest news from the Farm of the Future. Keep your eye out for weekly videos, pictures and updates.

facebook.com/farmofthefuture

@farmofthefuture

@WHCCFarm

farmofthefuture.tumblr.com

@farmofthefuture

bit.do/FOFyoutube

WHCCD FOUNDATION
And one final reminder; if you’re not currently participating in Employee Philanthropy, please consider doing
so. Sign up at: http://westhillscollege.com/district/foundation/donations.asp

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
WHCC Athletics
Want to watch your Falcons and cheer for them? Visit our WHCC Falcon Athletics webpage for schedules:
http://www.westhillsfalcons.com/landing/index

