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WHC Coalinga Vision Statement
West Hills College Coalinga is committed to the relentless pursuit of student success.
Time seems to be flying by since the Board last met. I, along with several
other WHCC administrators and students (Volleyball and Psych Tech), had
the delightful opportunity to read Curious George to the WHC Child
Development Center preschoolers on September 23. My thanks go out to
Lorri Redding, Site Supervisor and Linda Lewin, Follett Store Manager, for
scheduling this fun event. Not only did it enrich the lives of the children, but
all of our lives as well.
Meetings, meetings, meetings and more meetings I’ve had the opportunity to not only share my thoughts with staff, faculty,
students, and community members this past month, but I have also been
able to listen to their thoughts as well. I’ve held Open Forums with staff and
faculty at both WHCC and NDC.
Additionally, I’ve had opportunities to meet with our students at both WHCC and NDC. Our students not only work hard
on their academics, they also serve our communities and participate in local events. The face of the college shines
brightly on our campus, and during our athletic and community events alike! New this year is my “WHCC President’s
Community Coffee Hour.” I’ve shared our WHCC strategic planning process and provided time for Q & A. I want all of
our stakeholders to know that I’m listening, taking good notes and all voices are being heard.
There was a “Water Rally” wrap up in Firebaugh. NDC students participated by
volunteering their time and learning more about water sustainability. Further, they
learned a lot about serving others and the organizers of the event were grateful to our
students for their hard work and their desire to commit to making a difference and
improving our community.
Left to Right: Shirley Munguia, Griselda Viramontez, Jesica Calderon, Sylvia Leyva,
Ana Calderon, Anavel Perez, Michelle Cabrera, & Mali Flood

College administrators and staff participated in a college Strategic Planning
Retreat at Harris Ranch. The team discussed purpose and charge of the
session; planning considerations; a group work session on “what we do best”;
external and internal data; focused on “what does this mean to us”; charge in
actions: institutional set standards; prioritize strategic actions; WHCC core
values; and determined next steps in the strategic planning process.
Representatives from all college constituency groups, including community
members, came together to provide to help design the future plans for WHCC.
Lastly, I was involved in a week long Accreditation visit to Folsom Lake
College, along with Stephanie Droker, Vice President of Educational Services,
and Andrea Pulido, Senior Secretary of Educational Services. We’ve learned
a lot and are ready for our upcoming visit.
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FARM OF THE FUTURE
Juan Alvarez, USDA-HSI Regional Director of Central-Northern California and
Washington State, visited the Farm of the Future earlier this month. He toured the
campus and visited Jeff Wanderer’s Biology class to discuss opportunities for scientists
within the USDA and other sectors of agriculture.
Juan spoke to the Wonderful Agriculture Career Academy students at Avenal High
School to energize them and to discuss scholarship and internship opportunities with the
USDA. We discussed possible grant projects for West Hills College as well as USDA
internships available for students.

Many West Hills employees attended the 21st Annual Kings County Salute to
Agriculture Banquet on Friday, September 11, 2015, at the Fialho Family
Hangar in Lemoore. Helen Sullivan was honored as the 2015 Agriculturalist of
the Year and the Ag Supporter of the Year was presented to Kahn, Soares &
Conway, LLP, for their many years of service and dedication to Kings County
Agriculture. The Farm of the Future decorated two tables and were honored to
have last year’s Agriculturalist of the Year sit at our table; Ava, Emma, Max and
Ally of the Miya family don Farm of the Future caps.

Saturday classes at the Farm are
going strong. Students from the
various programs come together in
between classes for a BBQ lunch.
This gives students time to get to
know one another and spend time
getting to know their instructors.
Students are able to finish projects,
such as mapping field boundaries
at the Farm, while enjoying a hot
lunch.
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WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
The International Students Program hosted their annual Welcome Back
Dinner for new and returning students at the New Hong Kong Restaurant
in Coalinga on Tuesday, September 15. Approximately fifteen students,
(new and returning) participated in the dinner. New students were able to
interact with returning students and staff. Students enjoyed the delicious
Chinese food and were able to make new friends.

NDC staff and students hosted its fall 2015 Welcome BBQ on Wednesday, August 26. The students enjoyed a free lunch,
music and games.
Monday, August 31, NDC Student Services and Workforce staff
participated in the Migrant Head Start Education Fair at Firebaugh
Maldonado Park. WHC/NDC handed out promotional material on
programs, support services, and free vocational trainings.

Friday, September 11, faculty, students and staff hosted the annual 9/11
Remembrance Event. The event is open to the community. This year
the NDC/CDC children made Remembrance flags and placed them in
the flower beds
around campus. The
program
included
the retirement of the
NDC
flag
and
placement of a new
one. The program
included a local
community member
–
Tanya
Leyva
rendition of God Bless America and various speakers on their 9/11
memories.
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On Wednesday, September 16, the students celebrated Mexican
Independence Day. The students, faculty and staff enjoyed Mexican
food, music, and games.

Thursday, September 17, students in Mr. Hampton’s History class and Mr. Wild’s Political Science class celebrated the
United States Constitution Day. The students discussed issues around the creation events of the US Constitution.

WHCC TRANSFER CENTER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Learn more about transfer by meeting with university representatives or attending a transfer workshop on campus! You
will find important announcements and activities related to transfer for October & November below. For more information,
stop by Student Services, Building J, or call 559.934.2300.
OCTOBER
22 Grand Canyon University, Transfer Workshop @ 12noon, H-2
29 UC/CSU Application Assistance – Open Lab, @ 11am-1pm, H-2
30 Transfer Day, @ 11:30am-1pm, WHCC Quad
NOVEMBER
3 Transfer Day, @ 11:30am-1pm, WHCC Quad
5 Associate Degrees for Transfer Workshop, @ 12noon, H-2
6 Walden University
18 UC/CSU Application Assistance – Open Lab, @ 11am-1pm, H-2
19 Columbia College, 8:30am-12noon

Go Falcons!
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UC TRANSFER ADMISSION GUARANTEE
Six UC campuses offer guaranteed admission to California community college students who meet specific requirements.
By participating in a Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) program, you will receive early review of your academic
records, early admission notification and specific guidance about major preparation and general education coursework.
Who can file a TAG?
California Community College (CCC) students that have completed a minimum of 30.0 transferable units are eligible to
submit a TAG. Please check the TAG Matrix for further information on TAG qualifications. Only students transferring
directly from a CCC are considered for a TAG, including international students with a visa. The University of California
defines a CCC transfer student as one who has completed over half of their units at a CCC. All UC TAG campuses require
students to meet this definition.
How to pursue TAG:
1) Fill out an online TAG application and review it with your college counselor - available online from September 1st
through September 30th.
2) When your TAG is approved, fulfill all remaining coursework and GPA requirements in your TAG agreement.
3) Apply for admission to UC - applications for Fall 2016 are available online from October 1st through November 30th.
CSU FALL 2016 ADMISSION PERIOD BEGINS OCTOBER 1
The initial application period for admission to the Fall 2016 term begins on October 1, 2015. The priority deadline to
apply for Fall 2016 admission as an undergraduate student is November 30, 2015 and may vary for international and
graduate students. Please check specific campuses and departments for international and graduate
deadlines. www.csumentor.edu
UC FALL 2016 ADMISSION PERIOD BEGINS AUGUST 1
Start your UC application now. Submit between November 1-30, 2015:
@ https://admissions.universityofcalifornia.edu/applicant/login.htm
NDC TRIO Club members celebrated Mexican independence even though for some students, historical significance
was not as important as getting together and celebrating this
event. Despite the heat, Trio Club members held an annual event
to make students feel connected to their culture and learning about
the past and how unity conquers. Many students enjoyed the Chile
Verde, Machaca and Carne Asada Burritos prepared by local
restaurants. While listening to music students shared memories of
folklore dancing and demonstrated some traditional culture dance
moves. Students also demonstrated the "Gritos" (The Gritos of De
Dolores) that brought on a new awareness of the Mexican
Independence.

Go Falcons!
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WHC TRiO Club hosted its annual Mexican Independence Event to
celebrate history and culture. TRiO Club students sold Chile Verde
Burritos with the help of Yoli’s Kitchen in Huron. Funds were raised to
visit college campuses and for scholarships. Students enjoyed the
music and played
some games like
Pin the Mustache.
Having that cultural
experience through
the combination of
food, games and
music made the
student experience
on campus that much better. The club wants to thank everyone who
purchased burritos and hopes that everyone had a festive time at the
event.
On Saturday September 12, 2015 WHC’s TRIO/Upward Bound (UB)
program had seniors, juniors, and several sophomores attend this
year’s first Academic Saturday Session. The TRIO/UB training
session focused on information about college preparation and
academic achievement. Some of the questions students asked each
other were: Which college is the best fit for you? How much money do
you want to spend on your college education? What would you like to
study?
As the academic school year takes off, TRIO/UB Director Raquel
Rodriguez reminded students that one of the main goals of the Upward
Bound Program is to begin college. Upward Bound is a college
preparatory program, with the main purpose of helping students who
are first generation and/or low income to achieve the goal of going to
college.
Airy Macias,TRiIO/UB Student Services Technician, stated that “each
academic year, WHC TRIO/Upward Bound staff work hard to ensure
we are doing our best to meet students’ academic needs.”
Juan Rubio, Academic Advisor for the Upward Bound Program, told
the students that “the college plan for Academic Saturday’s are
workshops, college tours, and career enrichment; with the purpose of
getting you into college. Our desire is that you try your very best”.

Go Falcons!
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WHC Coalinga kicked off "Got Ed Plan" month on October 1.
Banners are placed across campus, flyers are in classrooms and
Staff and faculty are wearing buttons to remind students to come in
to complete their educational plans and register for spring 2016!
Also, a shout out to Follett bookstore for their employee rebate
program, which gave us store credit to purchase FALCON RED polo
shirts. Staff wear them on Friday's to show support for falcon
athletics and team spirit!
High School outreach visits are kicking off in October in order to
schedule admissions, assessment and orientation for all high school
students (3 of the 5 requirements for priority REG365). The high
schools have been very gracious and it's exciting to see them
promote West Hills College Coalinga and accommodate our requests to bring important services onto their campuses.
Spring will bring these students to Coalinga and North District Center in Firebaugh so they can tour the facilities and register.
It will be here before we know it!
BASE Committee – (Basic Skills, Student Success and Equity) faculty, staff, and students met to kick off the semester and
plan activities for programs to improve student success and completion. Nick Andrews and Scott Sutherland presented the
FLIGHT Plan which includes 6 of the 16 Habit of Mind skills to help students get into habits that will help them to be
successful in school and in life. A Habit of Mind is a pattern of intellectual behaviors that leads to productive actions and will
be integrated into our Basic Skills, Student Success and Equity planning.
International students had the opportunity to travel to San Francisco on
Saturday, September 26 for an all day trip. The San Francisco trip is one of the
many monthly trips that is programmed for international students throughout
the semester. A total of thirteen students participated in the weekend excursion.
Students were given the opportunity to explore the San Francisco Bay Area,
including the Golden Gate, Union Square, the Pier and China Town. The next
trips include a trip to Monterey in November, and a trip to the Gilroy Shopping
Outlets in December.

ATHLETICS
2015-16 WHCC Falcons Football Schedule
Date
Saturday, October 24
Saturday, October 31

Opponent
Mendocino / Homecoming
Cabrillo *

Time
1PM
1PM

Saturday, November 7
Saturday, November 14

@ Merced *
Hartnell *

1PM
1PM

* Conference
Go Falcons!
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2015-16 WHCC Women’s Volleyball Schedule
Date
Wednesday, October 21
Wednesday, October 28
Friday, October 30

Opponent
@ Sequoias *
@ Merced *
Taft *

Time
6PM
6PM
6PM

Wednesday, November 4
Friday, November 6
Wednesday, November 11
Friday, November 13

@ Porterville *
@ Fresno *
Reedley *
@ Columbia *

6PM
6PM
6PM
5PM

*Conference
Bold: Home event

WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Edgar Pimentel
It is really fun being back in the classroom this semester. Dr. Tim Ellsworth had told me all about
an excellent student in his class, Edgar Pimentel and how much potential he showed, but I
couldn’t truly appreciate it until I spent time with him in the Introduction to Precision Agriculture
course. Edgar, originally from Five Points, moved to Coalinga 4 years ago after graduating from
Riverdale High School. Though Edgar was accepted to both Sacramento State and San
Francisco State while he was a senior in high school, he chose to start his college career close
to home at West Hills College Coalinga. Edgar chose the agriculture program because of the
many employment opportunities in California. He has been involved in agriculture his whole life
as his dad is an irrigation ranch manager here in the Valley. He has a home grown love for
production agriculture and wants to pursue a professional job in agriculture. He has worked for
a local grower and now he wants to build upon those skills with education to move into a position
with great opportunities for growth. He sees West Hills College as the perfect place to gain the
needed experience and education for the vast opportunities and jobs available in agriculture.
Edgar has attended West Hills College for the past three years and is well along the way to
finishing his units to fulfill the education requirement to obtain his Pest Control Adviser license. When asked where he
sees his self in the next five and twenty years, Edgar responded, “In 5 years I see myself settled with a good job in the
field of Agriculture. I consider these years the “new era” of my life where I show what I have learned from life in my past
and apply it to real life situations.” “In 20 years I see myself living great, comfortable, and happy; settled and satisfied with
what I have accomplished and making my family proud.” “This is the time where I will define if I have made it or not.”

Go Falcons!
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WEST HILLS COLLEGE EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
Christopher “Chris” Chaney
CIint Cowden is pleased to announce that Christopher “Chris” Chaney has joined us
full time as the Agriculture Industrial Technologies Instructor, teaching welding,
industrial maintenance technology and heavy equipment. After teaching welding as
part of the Pathways out of Poverty and C6 for 3 ½ years for WHCC, Chris worked
as a Field Operations Representative for Neil Jones Food Company. While working
for Neil Jones for the past 15 months, Chris worked with tomato growers in the Valley
to ensure quality and market timeliness for the processor. But this was not Chris’ first
agricultural experience, having grown up in San Joaquin on his family’s farm, where
they grew cotton, alfalfa seed, corn, grain hay and ran a dairy. Chris attended
Kerman High School where he won the national proficiency for Specialty Crop
Production. After completing his American FFA degree, Chris attended West Hills
College Coalinga where he earned his Associates of Science in Crop Science. He
then transferred to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and earned a Bachelor’s degree in
Agricultural Systems Management. While attending college, Chris owned and
operated a hay harvesting company. An interesting fact about Chris is that he, along
with two other West Hills College Coalinga Alumni, won the Junk Yard Mega Wars,
a three episode mega special that included three separate competitions from LA to
Vegas. I would encourage you, if you see Chris on campus or around town, to introduce yourself and welcome him back
to the Falcon Family.

WHCCD FOUNDATION
The West Hills Community College Foundation President’s Scholars
Program has continued to grow with more than 130 students enrolled
district-wide this semester with 85 of those attending classes at Coalinga
and NDC. Counselor Erin Corea hosted a meeting with the students in
Coalinga recently during which the attached picture was taken. Dr.
Goldsmith and Dr. Bertha
Felix-Mata hosted a similar
meeting for students in
Firebaugh
that
was
teleconferenced. Students
were briefed on program
requirements including 10
hours
of
college
or
community service each semester and maintaining a 3.2 grade point
average.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
WHCC Fitness Lab – Fall 2015
Hours of Operation, Monday thru Friday, 5am-6:30am & 11am-1pm, and evenings Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 6-8pm &
Tuesday/Thursday, 6-7:30pm - August 17-December 18, 2015. Cost is $40 per person ($25 for WHCC students & staff)
and includes the use of fitness lab equipment, workout towel, and locker room/shower facilities. For more information
stop by the Community Eduction Office at WHCC. For further questions send an email to angelaeldridge@whccd.edu.
For registration please go to www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga under Announcements – Fitness Lab.
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