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WHC Coalinga Vision Statement
West Hills College Coalinga is committed to a relentless pursuit of student success.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Over a 100 year ago, Thomas Jefferson wrote about the importance of education, “…that the children of the poor must
be educated at the common expense.” Today, grants and scholarships open doors for students from low-income and
students who have shown academic promise, by providing financial aid. We know that there are too many potential
students who may think that due to their financial situation, college is just a dream. We are working to change that. We
understand that there is a certain amount of stress when students apply for college and financial aid. This edition
focuses on WHCC’s efforts to engage students to use scholarships and financial aid to increase college access and
success.
Our West Hills College Coalinga scholarships are offered
through the generosity of citizens and civic groups in the
West Hills Community College District and surrounding
area. Only one completed application form is necessary
to be considered although criteria may vary with each
scholarship.
Our college staff and administration work hard each year
to solicit additional donors to support the existing
scholarships, as well as to generate new scholarships.
West Hills College is offering to new and returning
students; the deadline is March 1.
Currently there are 148 high school seniors who may be
eligible for a President’s Scholarship award. These
students are from Mendota, Tranquility, Firebaugh,
Avenal and Coalinga. Each student and their parents
have been invited to an informational meeting with
WHCC staff and the President to learn more about this
scholarship. The first High School Senior Gathering will
be held on campus on February 12. Additional meetings
are also scheduled to be held in Firebaugh, Mendota and
Tranquilty.

West Hills College Coalinga scholarship applications
must be received by the March 1st deadline and must be
complete to be considered. A full list of scholarships
administered by West Hills College Coalinga can be
obtained at our web site:
http://westhillscollege.com/district/foundation/scholarship
s/coalinga-scholarships.asp
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FEATURED LEARNING AREA – FINANCIAL AID
As part of our department’s commitment to the relentless pursuit of student success, working with students to get their
FAFSA’s filled out and submitted on time. Financial aid department has been busy processing new and continuing
students and also high school “Cash for College” workshops! We held workshops in January with Coalinga and Avenal
High schools where we helped individual students with their FAFSA applications to get them into the queue for priority
registration and REG 365! Staff are scheduled to go out to our other feeder high schools during February to follow up
on students’ financial aid status to ensure they meet the March 2nd deadline for Cal Grants.
From left to right Patty Price, Cherise Griggs and Isela Guillen
Under the supervision of Mali Flood, Interim Director of Financial
Aid, Cherise has the challenge of loan processing for students
who need additional funds to cover their cost of attendance.
Isela Guillen helps process “Return to Title V” and also new
student files. Patty Price is new to the financial aid department
as our work study coordinator and is busy placing students into
their work-study jobs on campus. In addition to their areas of
expertise, they are also busy processing the new files for the
15/16 financial aid year and seeing walk-in traffic and fielding
questions. Financial aid is always a busy place and these ladies
are here to help!

WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
WEST HILLS COLLEGE COALINGA – TRANSFER CENTER
Learn more about transfer by attending a transfer workshop or meeting with university representatives on campus! You
will find important announcements and activities related to transfer for January through March below. Sign up in
advance for workshops and to meet with university representatives in Student Services, Building K, or call
559.934.2300 - walk-ins welcome, appointments preferred! Lunch provided at most workshops – first come, first
served. Visit our website at:
http://westhillscollege.com/coalinga/students/student_services/counseling/transfer_center.asp
TRANSFER WORKSHOPS
Wednesday, February 18 - Associate Degrees for Transfer – with Giselle Simon @ 12:00noon, in H3
Thursday, March 5 - Transfer Student Feedback – with Giselle Simon @ 12:00noon, in H3
Monday, March 23 - 10 Transfer Questions – with Brandman University @ 12:00noon, TBA
UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVES
FEBRUARY
12. Columbia College, 8:30am – 12pm
17. National University, 10am – 1pm
19. Brandman University, 10am – 1pm
25. Fresno State, 10am – 1pm
26. Columbia College, 8:30am – 12pm

MARCH
3. National University, 10am – 1pm
9. DeVry University, 9am – 1pm
12. Columbia College, 8:30am – 12pm
17. National University, 10am – 1pm
23. Brandman University, 10am – 2pm
26. Columbia College, 8:30am – 12pm
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WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
SSS students took an educational fieldtrip to Fresno State
University on December 19, 2014. Students toured the campus
with a current FSU student who gave SSS students tips on
admissions, majors, library resources, dorms, and internships.
After, the TRiO Club sponsored admission tickets to Blackbeard’s
and dinner at Dog House Grill. The students did a gift exchange
and shared memorable moments from the Fall 2014 semester.
SSS held an orientation in Coalinga on January 6, 2015. A
separate orientation was held at the North District Center in
Firebaugh on January 7, 2015. Students were reminded about the
services the program provides, and the student responsibilities.
Students were put in small groups to go to the following stations:
Financial Aid, CalWorks, Foster Youth Program, EOPS, SSS, TRiO Programs, Tutoring Services, and Library
Resources. Students were able to interact and ask questions in a small group setting. We had 50 students in
attendance.
Dr. Bertha Felix-Mata, NDC Interim Director attended the Central
Valley Cal-SOAP Consortium meeting a CSU, Fresno on December
4. The discussion items included College and universities field-trips
sponsored by Cal-SOAP, financial aid workshops and after school
tutoring services provided to the high schools in the WHCCD
service area.
Child Development Faculty Genie Pratt and Anna Lisa Little hosted
the annual Child Development Advisory meeting at Harris Ranch.
Ms. Little and Mrs. Pratt provided an overview of the West Hills
colleges’ Child Development programs. The CDC staff presented
updates on their centers. Other items discussed included spring and
summer curriculum and class offerings, CDC technology and
innovations in the classroom, and legislature related to child development issues.

The NDC EOPS and TRiO/SSS programs hosted their spring 2015 orientations on January 7. The speakers included
Advising Specialist Sylvia Leyva, Counselor Maria Ceballos, Financial Aid Interim Director Mali Flood, Library Assistant
Ivan Sansoares, Tutoring Coordinator Tiffany Hernandez and Dr. Bertha Felix-Mata. The orientations were designed to
welcome the students/participants, provide on update on rules and regulations of the program, review academic merit
processes, and educational handout materials.
The WHC Coalinga/NDC ASB hosted its Welcome Student BBQ on
January 14, 2015. The event was held during the noon hour, in the
NDC plaza. The students received educational items on the
college’s programs and services. A free drawing, in 10 minutes
intervals, included shirts, bags and educational supplies. The event
was a great success!

Mali Flood, Interim Financial Aid Director conducted financial aid
workshops at Firebaugh high school on January 22 and Kerman
high school on January 28. Ms. Flood has spearheaded the series
of financial aid workshops throughout the WHC Coalinga and NDC
feeder high schools. During the scheduled evening workshops the financial aid staff provided hands-on instructions to
nd
students and their parents on successfully submitting their FAFSA application which is due March 2 .
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WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Sarah Atta
Sarah Atta, a native of West Minster, Colorado, came to California in the Fall of 2013 to
achieve her dreams of becoming a writer. “Choosing West Hills College Coalinga as a
stepping stone to reaching my goals was easy! Not only was it affordable but it had
residential halls and a café that kept the worries of my family and friends at ease,” says Atta.
During her time here at WHCC, Sarah has enjoyed playing on the ladies volleyball team,
starring in the WHCC production of the Seven Keys to Baldpate, and working with Student
Services. The spring 2015 semester will be her last semester here at WHCC. She will be
receiving her Associates of Arts in Liberal Arts this coming May and hopefully transferring to
San Jose State University in the fall. We thank Sarah for being such a great representative of
the WHCC Falcons and look forward to sharing her future success!

WHCCD FOUNDATION
Mouren family established scholarship in memory of Howard Mouren
Agriculture has been at the heart of the Mouren family
history in the Huron/Coalinga area since 1860 and with
that history comes a commitment to the future of the
industry that was recently acknowledged with an
endowed scholarship at West Hills College Coalinga for
agriculture students.
Howard and his brother, Bill Mouren, whose family made
the donation, were the grandchildren of Joseph Mouren
who started herding sheep in the Huron area in 1860.
Joseph and his wife, Angel, also ran the Huron hotel. Bill
and Howard continued the tradition of raising sheep and
farming. Bill’s grandson, Jim Anderson, is the fifth
generation to till San Joaquin Valley soil.
The $25,000 donation was made in honor of Howard Mouren, who passed away in November at the age of 92, and will
allow a $1,000 per year scholarship to be awarded each year at WHCC. The Mouren family is pictured with Howard and
Bill Seated in the front row.
During graduation ceremonies at WHCC last May, Bill was bestowed an honorary degree—one that came more than 75
years after he enrolled in the college during the 1938-39 school year. Bill left college to go to work on the farm, and he
and Howard farmed together until Howard was called to service during World War II where he fought in the Philippines.
The Mouren brothers lived the development of the west side. In the early days, sheep were the primary product. Water for
those sheep came from horse or mule-drawn wells. Mechanized wells allowed the development of the west side into
grains and row crops and the opening of the California Aqueduct in the mid-1960s changed the face of the west side. It
continues to evolve today and the Mouren’s farming operation has evolved along with it.
Today they farm grapes, almonds, pistachios, many grains and a diversified row crop operation. Bill’s family also operates
a feed lot north of Coalinga and has dabbled in oil production. “We have been impressed with the investment West Hills
has made in agriculture,” Anderson said, “and we would like to honor the memory of my Great-Uncle Howard, with this gift
that will provide a $1,000-a-year scholarship for ag students in perpetuity. “Agriculture is the leading industry in the region
and our family is proud to support the hard work of students as they prepare for careers that will help feed the world.”
The scholarship will be available starting in the 2015-2016 school year for students majoring in agriculture at West Hills
College Coalinga.
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FARM OF THE FUTURE
2014 Fall Semester Review
Instructor Ellsworth reports WHCC has had some great opportunities for
its students this past semester. In addition to formal instruction, there
were numerous hands-on activities in the field and laboratory which
included water and chemical flow in soil experiments, assisting with
Harvest Day and WHCC FFA Field Day, vegetable production, nutrient
response trials, assessment of biochar impacts on crop production, and
soil profile characterization.
The following are other activities that
occurred in our classrooms this semester.

Crop Science 1 students met with Richard Evans, agronomist with Redox
Chemical, who discussed crop production, soil fertility, and careers in
agriculture. We also had two field trips, one with USDA NRCS Soil Survey
Lead, Phil Smith, from the Hanford office. Mr. Smith explained the USDA soil and land use classification system and how
the corresponding soil survey database can be used to improve farm practices and management decisions. Students
also had a field trip to Speeding Greenhouses, where they were given an overview of greenhouse irrigation, nutrient, and
pest management systems.
Crop Science 44 students are completing their training to become PCAs. As a result, the college provided these students
with a cadre of career professionals working in this arena. These included a field trip to Blair Air in Lemoore and
presentations from UC Extension specialist Bob Beede, (2014 Kings County Ag Supporter of the Year), Nick Groenenberg
(independent PCA in Hanford), Todd Fukuda (PCA with Weinberger and Associates), Mike Howard (PCA with WilburEllis), Luis Angola (Agrian software), Ryan Evans (CEO, Central Valley Software Design), and Kings County Ag
Commissioner Mario Gutierrez (Pesticide Safety and Regulations).

Coach Hampton said looking back and summing up the Rodeo results from
last semester it is quite clear that success is in the air. For starters, Coach
Hampton was able to increase the numbers in the college’s program by
100%. Moving forward, Coach Hampton and students have maintained the
facility and utilized it to the fullest.
The first four college rodeos of the season saw the WHCC team put
together some victories with many more to come. The end of October led us
to our first big fundraiser, the West Hills Rodeo Boosters Winter Barrel
Racing Series. With more than one hundred entries, we raised over
$1,500.00. November took our student athletes into our Team Roping event
which was another huge success with hundreds of teams converging in the
West Hills College Rodeo Arena. Through ongoing “perfect practices”, the
program has been prepared for success in the spring.

Coach Hampton has had the opportunity to work closely with Coach John
Baxter to implement recruiting and academic tools for the future of our
program. Student success in the classroom has been good, but as an
educator as well as a coach, he wants it to be great! In November the program
nd
wrapped up with its 2 installment of the West Hills Rodeo Boosters Barrel
Racing which drew even more entries than the first. Coach Hampton has been
able to work with the Rodeo Boosters Club to continue to raise funds for the
betterment of our program. In closing, Coach Hampton reports that it has been
and will continue to be the journey of a lifetime for him and his family and he
will continue to put his heart and soul into every aspect of this institution.
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Instructor Oilar shared that WHCC 2014-15 began with continuing the
alfalfa harvest. WHCC students had rebuilt a donated Freeman wire baler
and the Macdon hay swather in the IMT classes the previous spring.
The 2014 Fall semester classes began with IMT 60 starting August 16;
WT 70 began September 19; immediately following IMT 60 with students
continuing the courses. WT 71 began October 13; WT 72 began
November 12; completion was on Friday December 12, 2014. Student
competency had been building and students gained a tremendous amount
of skill in plate welding. Student enrollment was good with many students
completing their courses.

CATA Mid Winter Institute was most recent. Agriculture Education Community Colleges throughout the state met in
Chico to discuss current issues and tour industry through in-service activities. Instructor Oilar said he attended the
Welding industry in-service and they toured Butte Colleges’ facility, Weiss McNair, Transfer Flow, and PBM sprayers.

ATHLETICS

February Scheduled Games
Men’s Falcon Basketball Schedule 2015

DATE

DAY

OPPONENT

LOCATION TIME

Feb-11

Wednesday

*Fresno City College

Coalinga

6pm

Feb-14

Saturday

*College of the Sequoias

Visalia

5pm

Feb-18

Wednesday

*Merced Jr College (Coaches vs. Cancer) Coalinga

6pm

Feb-21

Saturday

*Porterville College

5pm

Porterville

*Central Valley Conference Games

Men’s Falcon Baseball Schedule 2015

DAY
TUE
WED
FRI
SAT
TUE
THU
SAT
TUE
THU
SAT

DATE
2/10/2015
2/11/2015
2/13/2015
2/14/2015
2/17/2015
2/19/2015
2/21/2015
2/24/2015
2/26/2015
2/28/2015

OPPONENT
Ohlone College
Ohlone College
Lassen College
Lassen College
Taft College
Taft College
Taft College
Fresno City College
Fresno City College
Fresno City College

H/A
HOME
AWAY
HOME
HOME
HOME
AWAY
HOME
AWAY
HOME
AWAY

TIME
2:00pm
2:00pm
2:00pm
1:00pm
2:00pm
2:00pm
1:00pm
6:00pm
2:00pm
1:00pm

Women’s Falcon Softball Schedule 2015

DATE
Feb 13-14
Feb 15
Feb 17
Feb 24
Feb 28- Mar 1

DAY
FRI-SAT
SUN
TUE
TUE
Sat-Sun

OPPONENT
COS Tourney
Santa Monica College (DH)
MPC (DH)
Diablo Valley College
FCC Tourney

TIME
TBA
1 & 3 PM
12 & 2 PM
1 & 3 PM
TBA

PLACE
TBA
Coalinga
Monterey
Pleasant Hill
Clovis North
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