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WHC Coalinga Vision Statement
West Hills College Coalinga is committed to the relentless pursuit of student success.
Another successful and productive academic year at West Hills College Coalinga is about to come to a conclusion.
Together, we advanced our College goal of student access and success…something we all should be proud of.
College Day: We are Relentless! Nearly 200 high school seniors (soon to be WHCC students) visited the main campus,
while NDC hosted Mendota High School (MHS) and Firebaugh High School (FHS) seniors. All students were greeted by
college peers, administrators, staff and faculty and participated in workshops, toured the campus and were treated a
taco truck lunch and had a good time overall. Students were enrolled in their individualized Guided Pathway to
Success Class Schedule. They also received cool shades because their future is so bright at West Hills College Coalinga!
With REG365 and priority registration, 78% of Coalinga High School students who qualified for priority registered and
92% for Avenal High School (AHS). Close to 95% of all high school students participating in College Day used REG 365.
My sincere thanks to all of you who planned and delivered a successful of College Days. Special kudos to Juana Tapia,
Tia Ruggles, Erin Corea for leading efforts with the student services team of Carolina Jurado and Domenica Sanchez for
targeting AHS, Bertha Felix-Mata for outreach efforts at FHS and MHS, Financial aid team of Isela Guillen, Cherise
Griggs and Patty Price, RH team of Alex Villalobos and Veronica Rosales, and extra help provided by Amy Long, Valerie
Walker, Emma Santos, Sheila Pappas, Mark Gritton, Jennifer Zuniga, Airy Macias, Juan Rubio and Raquel Rodriguez.
College Days Reboot: College Days were so successful in targeting those potential students who meet WHCCD priority
registration, teams decided to host "College Days Reboot" for all continuing students who need additional help in
utilizing REG365. Again, my thanks to the ASB and college peers, advisors, counselors, staff, administrators and faculty
who continue to evangelize for education! Your efforts are improving the college going culture in our Valley!
Middle School Students – In order to create a college going culture and expand access, we have to start early! WHCC
is targeting all of our middle school students. Kudos to Zack Soto for coordinating the most recent visit of middle
school student… 145 students from Coalinga Middle School. While they were at WHCC they also toured the Farm of
the Future! Future visits are planned with other schools as well as summer camp opportunities.
New club emerging at NDC – The US Department of Interior technical assistance grant awarded to NDC/Firebaugh last
year to plan for the river parkway enhancement. Students have shown great enthusiasm in getting more involved in
this effort through research projects through their sciences classes. Thanks to Jennifer Bredberg’s Biology class (and
Jennifer) for inviting Dr. Felix-Mata and Brian Boomer, District Coordinator of Special Grants, to talk with students
about the creation an Environmental Club that may become part of the activities in the WHC-River Trails and
Conservation Project.
Mural Restoration – Melissa Holsonbake and her students, especially: Roseanne Alvarez, Anna Donaldson, Yuhei Iida,
and Kin Lau) have completed the meticulous process of restoring the mural in front of the WHCC Theater. To quote
Melissa, “The WHCC Mural Restoration Project aims to capture, preserve, and honor an historic moment in time in our
college’s vibrant history, showcasing the past and current talents of our art students.
Go Falcons!
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Mark your Calendars
May 9th is the Art Exhibition and Mural Unveiling will be at 5 p.m. at the WHCC Library and the Football Victory
Celebration at 7 p.m. will be held at the WHCC gym.
May 13th is the WHCC 2016 Awards and Scholarships Recognition Ceremony, at 10 a.m., in the WHCC Dance Room and
the WHCC 2016 Categorical Academic Awards Ceremony, at 1 p.m., in the WHCC Theatre.
May 18th is the WHCC 2016 Awards for Faculty/Staff and BBQ, at 11:30 a.m., in the WHCC Gymnasium Foyer.
May 20th is the WHC Coalinga Commencement 2016 Honored Guest Reception and Ceremony. Please note that this
year’s Honored Guest Reception will start at 5:30 p.m., in WHCC Bldg. R 10A/B. This year’s Commencement will start
at 6:30 p.m., in the WHC Coalinga Gymnasium. Close to 300 degrees and 280 certificates will be conferred!
Please arrive early to allow enough time for parking and arrival.
All events are open to the public. I hope to see you there!
Sad news
Phyllis Roberts went to be with her Lord on Saturday, April
30th. Phyllis was a strong supporter of the college, our district and
the entire Coalinga community. She loved our students, athletes,
staff and programs. I’m honored to have known her as are many of
you.
There will be no one like her. She had an infectious smile, always
offered a kind word…and a suggestion for improvement!
Please join me in keeping Phyllis’ family in your thoughts and
prayers.

WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
The West Hills College Coalinga Farm of the Future has spent much time cultivating relationships with the FFA. Unlike
other schools, every year we host 2 FFA Field Days, one in the Fall, and the second one in the Spring. As many as 500
students have attended our field days and have gotten to tour our facilities. We believe a vocational education important
to the next generation, and encourage it with these hands on competitions. Each faculty and staff member in the Ag
Department is assigned a few high schools throughout the valley to keep in contact with and attend FFA meetings.
Presentations have been made to 1,500 students and instructors in Hanford, Lemoore, Avenal, Coalinga, and
Greenfield. This past Monday the WHCC Farm of the Future attended the 2016 State FFA Leadership Conference at
Fresno State University. Over 6,000 members and guests had a chance to stop by our 4 booths. Not only were we able
to talk to many high school students and hand out informational flyers about our course offerings and scholarships, we
also had our simulators readily available for anyone that wanted to give them a try. We plan to increase our recruitment
efforts further by hosting high school juniors and seniors here at the farm to give them a better idea of what we do.
Tomorrow Caruthers High School will spend the day with us and complete a few hands on activities that demonstrate
the courses they could take if they enroll at WHCC.
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Disability Awareness Day at West Hills College Coalinga was on April 26, 2016, with 60-70 participants participating in
this year’s event. Counselor Amy Long gave a very interesting, educational, and inspirational speech about her lifelong
disability and the struggles that she has been encountered. All attendees at the speech were part of a demonstration on
what one might experience if they did not have full functioning lungs. After the speech attendees walked to the quad
where they were provided with free food, popcorn, various games, raffles, and prizes for all that participated. Keith
Brock had various assistive technology out to show interested students, faculty, and staff how our DSPS students are
being supported in their classes. All students seemed to enjoy the event and we look forward to putting it together
again next year. The following staff participated from WHCC: Angela Sexton, Keith Brock, Miguel Cazares, Jay Darnel,
Alex Villalobos, Veronica Rosales, M & O crew, and Gina Tollison, all helped with the set-up, the clean-up and during
the event. The ASB club and the TRiO/SSS club (Reyna Gonzalez) provided many student volunteers. Behind the
scenes we had Dr. Goldsmith, Sandy McGlothlin, Jen Zuniga, Lorna Davis, and Andrea Pulido who also assisted with
the process and the paperwork. A Big thanks to all for making this year’s event possible
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FARM OF THE FUTURE
Ag faculty and staff were involved in a recruiting effort at the Tranquility High School Career Fair on Thursday, April
14th. This event showcased our program offerings. A primary focus of the effort involved the simulation equipment
within our Heavy Equipment Program. Many students stopped by our table for information on what West Hills College
Coalinga can offer them.

Crop Science 44 began on April 15 with 22 students in attendance. We had 8 guest speakers and a field trip
to Blair Air (pesticide application company in Lemoore, CA) lined up for the students this semester. The guest
speakers are industry professionals with subject matter expertise.
On April 19th, the West Hills College Microbiology class visited the college farm to collect soil samples to
evaluate microbial communities under different agricultural management practices. Replicate samples were
collected from three different areas, continuous pasture, biochar and manure amended row crops, and
traditional row crop management. Bioassays will be performed on the samples to identify differences in
microbial diversity and abundance as a function of soil management. Microbes play a critical role in nutrient
cycling in agricultural systems. Students will present results from this work at local and regional professional
society meetings.
In April the College Farm Plant Science advisory committee met to evaluate curriculum and program offerings
and provide industry guidance to ensure students are trained to succeed in the agricultural careers. The
committee, consisting of Rob Goff (Almond and Pistachio Orchard Farm Manager for the Wonderful
Corporation), Brock Taylor (CCA, CPAg, CPSS and independent crop consultant), Kurt Quade (CCA and
independent crop consultant), Nick Groenberg (Independent PCA, Hanford CA), Phil Smith (USDA-NRCS, MRLA
Leader) and Howard Clark (Lemoore High School ag instructor) provided suggestions for developing a certified
crop advisor curriculum.
Picture below is the IMT 70 class building a garden shed as a class project, and AET 10 surveying the CIMIS
field.
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Meet the new Farm of the Future Faculty, Terry Brase











Grew up on a farm in Iowa, belonging to FFA and 4-H
Earned AS Degree from Ellsworth Community College
Earned Bachelors and Master’s Degree in Agriculture Education at Iowa State University
Served President/Educational Consultant at BrASE LLC - Building relationships between precision ag industry and
community colleges to create “field-ready” graduates
Served as Lead Faculty in the Ag Geospatial Technology AAS degree program at Kirkwood Community College
Taught Precision Farming, Ag Applications of ArcGIS, Geospatial Data Collection, Advanced Precision Ag
Hardware, Advanced Precision Ag Software, Digital Imagery, and Ag Spatial Analysis
Authored – Precision Agriculture (November 2005)
Project Director of a National Science Foundation grant in Precision Agriculture Curriculum Development
Awarded Excellence in Ag - Precision Ag Educator – International Precision Ag Conference (July 2012)

Social Media out at the Farm of the Future
Do you want to know what is going on out at the Farm? Check out our social media sites to stay up-to-date
with the latest news from the Farm of the Future. Keep your eye out for weekly videos, pictures and updates.

facebook.com/farmofthefuture

@farmofthefuture

@WHCCFarm

farmofthefuture.tumblr.com

@farmofthefuture

bit.do/FOFyoutube

ATHLETICS
Athletic Achievements and Accolades
Central Valley Conference named our very own Mark Arce as Coach of the Year!
West Coast Regional Rodeo Association named WHCC Rodeo Coach, Justin Hampton to serve as the new Director
Golden Coast Football League selected WHCC Football Coach, Cam Olson as Coach of the Year!

Softball Academic All State
Ashley Brown sophomore from Sierra Pacific HS & WHCC President’s Scholar
Clarissa Caposino sophomore from Coalinga HS & WHCC President’s Scholar

Central Valley All Conference Softball Team
Ashley Brown 1st team Infield
Valerie Romero 2nd team Infield
Holly Stafford 2nd team Outfield
Mackenzie Jones Honorable Mention Infield
Alyssa d’Artenay Honorable Mention Catcher
Chase Martinez Honorable Mention Utility

Central Valley Conference Basketball Awards
Congrats to DeQuan Doyle and Stephon Gordon who earned 1st Team
Congrats to Stephen Glassco who earned Honorable Mention as well as All Defensive Team Co-MVP

Annual Horned Toad Derby Golf Tournament
Sponsored by WHCC Foundation & WHC Coalinga Athletic Department

Monday, May 30, 2016
Shot Gun Start 8:15am
Lemoore Golf Course, 350 West Iona Avenue, Lemoore, CA
Cost $80/Individual, $320/Team
(Price includes green fees, golf cart & lunch)
Individual, team and/or tee sponsor sign ups contact:
Mark Arce at 559.934.2460 or markarce@whccd.edu

President's Monthly Message

WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Stephen Glassco
Stephen Glassco has attended West Hills College for two years. He is a graduate of
Park Vista High School in West Palm Beach Florida. Stephen is an excellent student
maintaining a 3.55 GPA and will be graduating this spring with his AA degree. He
was a valuable member of our men’s basketball team earning All-Conference
Honorable Mention and Co MVP of the All-Defensive Team. He is an active member
of the campus and community volunteering for a variety of events. Stephen will be
attending University of Arkansas Monticello next year on a basketball scholarship and
will be majoring in Nursing.

WEST HILLS COLLEGE EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
Gabrielle Brixey
Gabrielle Brixey is our Assistant Softball Coach and has been for the last 3 years. Brixey
was a student/athlete at West Hills College playing softball from 08-10. Brixey received First
Team All-Conference as an outfielder both years at West Hills College.
After graduating from West Hills College, Brixey finished playing softball at Lesley
University. While at Lesley University, Brixey helped lead the Lynx to two NECC Conference
Championships and two NCAA Division III Tournaments. At Lesley, she was a two-time First
Team All-NECC outfielder, was named to the 2012 NFCA Third Team All-New England team,
and was a 2012 NEISCA Honorable Mention All-Star selection.
Gaby has been very instrumental in the volume of fundraising we have done this year with
the addition with Paint Nite, camps, and building our BBQ cook-off into a much bigger
event. Gaby also put together our first annual Breast Cancer Awareness game which was a huge success and brought
in over $1,000. Gaby has also been doing a great job getting out and recruiting for us. She has also done a great job
with promoting our program on social media. In addition to all this Gaby also teaches as an adjunct instructor in
BUS/CIS.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
WHCC Athletics – Fall 2015/Spring 2016
Want to watch your Falcons and cheer for them? Visit our webpage for our Fall/Spring schedules:
WHCC Basketball: http://www.westhillsfalcons.com/sports/mbkb/2015-16/schedule
WHCC Baseball: http://www.westhillsfalcons.com/sports/bsb/2015-16/schedule
WHCC Softball: http://www.westhillsfalcons.com/sports/sball/2015-16/schedule
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WHCCD FOUNDATION
May is always an exciting time in the foundation as we prepare for our annual President’s Scholars Golf Tournament
(our 20th this year) and we see the results of months of work as scholarships are awarded to students. This year, the
foundation and financial aid offices processed over 500 scholarship applications.
A number of new donors have been established. For a second year, First Solar is offering $10,000 in scholarships for
Mendota High School seniors and students from Mendota who will be continuing at WHCC. Recurrent Energy has
established a $5,000 fund for students from Tranquillity High School. A new memorial scholarship has been established
honoring Ron Mitchell, who taught art at WHC for over 30 years. A Corcoran Promise Scholarship, with $12,500 in
funds, will allow Corcoran High School graduates to receive free tuition at any WHC location.
Thanks to all who contribute to these scholarship funds and other WHC activities. Without your support, far fewer
opportunities would be open to our students.

