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WHC Coalinga Vision Statement
Summer is here and so are the WHCC Summer Camps! The scheduled summer 2016 Camps include a new
Wonderful Agriculture Camp for Mendota youth, as well as our traditional residential camps for Wonderful Ag
Camp for Avenal and Upward Bound. We also have our customary day camps scheduled – NDC River Camp
and WHCC Cheverton Science Camp. A BIG thank you to our corporate partners, The Wonderful Company
and Chevron, and private donors to the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation and Trust for your
generous support. Without their financial assistance, our youth would not have access to enrichment activities
that support education.

Upward Bound
Thirty-five UB students were selected to participate in WHCC’s UB Residential Summer 2016 Program from June 12
through July 24, 2016. The selection of the students was based on their interest, grade point average, leadership skills
and application credentials. Participants will be living in the College Residence Hall during the residential component of
the summer program for a total of 6 weeks and enroll in college courses earning 6 to 10 units. Participants also engage
in service learning, leadership development, career exploration, and college visits. Each day Upward Bound students are
having fun making new friends, and improving their academic skills before next school year.
Go Falcons

President's Monthly Message

A Farewell Message from Dr. Stephanie Droker
Dear West Hills Family,
July 1, 2016 will mark my last day as Vice President of Educational Services at West Hills College Coalinga. Soon, I will
be setting my sights on my new role as Vice President of Policy and Research at the Accrediting Commission for
Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC), which I will begin on August 1 st.
As I end my tenure at WHCCD, I have many positive thoughts about my four years at WHCC, and my six years at WHCL.
These memories won’t recede quickly or easily. I have benefited personally and professionally from my time at WHCCD.
I leave with the benefit of strong friendships and relationships formed through our collective efforts towards the endless
pursuit of student success. My efforts will not cease because of my daily absence from West Hills, as I will continue to
support West Hills in my new role.
I want to thank all of you for everything we did together to forward the mission of this great district – to make it successful,
to make it shine. We have worked with our high school districts to create new opportunities for high school students to
earn college credits and high schools credits at the same time – saving our students time and money so they can complete
their career and educational goals. Instruction worked with student services to implement our guided pathways scheduling
for incoming basic skills students in order to ensure that all students can attend college full time and be successful. These
are just a couple of examples of what our district has been able to do for our students, and it has been my privilege to
have been part of this team.
I will continue to reflect on these special years at WHCCD. To our students, I thank you for your continued passion and
love of our colleges. To the faculty and staff, thank you for your wisdom and continued dedication to the lives of our
students. To the administration and Board of Trustees, thank you for always leading and representing us in ways that
demonstrate the relentless pursuit of student success. Collectively, you are the heart, mind, and soul of this very special
district.

WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
This past month, the Farm of the Future has been
busy recruiting students to our various programs. Our
staff has been hard at work loading up our simulator,
backdrop, and flyers as they travel to several
conferences and career fairs in the area. First up was
the 2016 FFA State Leadership Conference in Fresno.
Over 6,000 members and guests had a chance to stop
by our 4 booths.
Coalinga Middle School got the college tour last
month. Not only did they get to see the Coalinga
campus facilities such as the athletic department,
heath careers, the library, dorms and the café, the bus
also brought them out to our facility. Director of the
Farm Clint Cowden and Instructor Chris Chaney led
the 8th graders through each of our classrooms and
explained the functions of several machines, as well as
applied what our students are learning to careers the
students might be familiar with.
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Mendota High School students also got to tour the classrooms, and had the opportunity to take the West Hills College
placement test. When finished, we walked them to our computer lab where Dr. Tim Ellsworth’s Entomology class was
preparing for a lab activity. West Hills student Sam Schmidt spoke briefly to the group about her time at the college,
starting out in the Welding program, and now moving on to the PCA classes.
Caruthers High School got a more in depth experience when they
spent the day with us. For these 30 students, we planned 3
different activities to give them a taste of what it would be like to
enroll in our programs. Clint Cowden led a lab on irrigation pumps,
filters, and specialty valves. Dr. Tim Ellsworth led the lab on drip
irrigation evaluation and scheduling. And finally, West Hills
student Adrian Jenkins led the lab on the CIMIS station
evaluation. Staff members Zach Soto, JR Velazquez, and our
student worker Jorge prepared hamburgers and chili beans for
lunch for everyone involved. The students had a great time, and
were eager to come back another time.

West Hills College and Workforce Connection Job Fair. Our
booth was front and center at the Keck Community Center.
Though we weren’t offering employment opportunities, we were
able to inform several people about our programs that would
eventually get them a job. With our Heavy Equipment program
just beginning, many were interested in trying out the simulator.
Finally, we attended Coalinga High School’s Career Fair. We
were out in full force in the CHS gymnasium with our recruiting
setup. It was a great opportunity to inform the students of
vocational education options that they might not have known
about. We also promoted our annual scholarship offered to Ag
majors. For more information about what you can do to claim a
scholarship, please visit: http://tiny.cc./agscholarship

Social Media out at the Farm of the Future
Do you want to know what is going on out at the Farm? Check out our social media sites to stay up-to-date with the
latest news from the Farm of the Future. Keep your eye out for weekly videos, pictures and updates.

facebook.com/farmofthefuture

@farmofthefuture

@WHCCFarm

farmofthefuture.tumblr.com

@farmofthefuture

bit.do/FOFyoutube

WHCCD FOUNDATION
End of the year scholarship/honors ceremonies are always a special time in the foundation. During the WHCC honors
brunch, dozens of students received recognition for their accomplishments during the past year and were awarded
scholarships for the next school year. General scholarships of over $45,000 were awarded. There are 43 incoming
President’s Scholars who are scheduled to enroll at WHCC in August. The first year value of those President’s
Scholarships is over $80,000. In addition, 52 students were honored at the brunch as 2015-2016 President’s
Scholars. The value of their scholarships for the current school year was $97,760.
Bottom line, total value of scholarships announced was over $220,000.
To look at the amount in a different light, if students earned minimum wage of $10 an hour, they would have had to
work over 22,000 hours to earn that much (and that doesn’t take tax withholdings into consideration). Hopefully, they
were able to replace those work hours with hours studying.
Thanks to all of our donors, including those who participate in Employee Philanthropy, for making this happen for our
students.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
WHCC Athletics –
Want to watch your Falcons and cheer for them? Visit our WHCC Falcon Athletics webpage for schedules:
http://www.westhillsfalcons.com/landing/index

