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WHC Coalinga Vision Statement
West Hills College Coalinga is committed to the relentless pursuit of student success.
The academic year is quickly coming to an end. It has been wonderful to join with our students in celebrating
magical moments where perseverance, resilience, hard work, and sometimes just showing up for one more
day result in awards, scholarships, recognition, and a chance to finally exhale. It has been equally as joyous
to join many of our colleagues in acknowledging and celebrating notable careers and tenures of service with
the WHCCD. We will miss them dearly as they transition into hard earned and well deserved retirements
from service.
Commencement will soon be upon us. I want to thank the Commencement Committee for the care, hard
work, and hours of planning that they have put into this year’s ceremony. We look forward to seeing the
faculty and staff at the festivities.
It has been a year of change and challenges. Many thanks to the faculty and staff for all their hard work this
year. We have adjusted, navigated, and managed our way through and I hope the faculty and staff find
some time this summer for a respite to recharge, rejuvenate, and ponder “what if we…..?” In his book A
More Beautiful Question Warren Berger shows that one of the most powerful forces for igniting innovation
and change is a “simple, underappreciated tool – Questioning…. Questioning deeply, imaginatively,
beautifully can help us identify and solve problems, come up with game-changing ideas, and pursue fresh
opportunities.” We are looking forward to many more accomplishments in 2017-18 as we continue to ask the
questions that will advance our relentless pursuit of student success.

Why should we “live the questions”?
Why are [we] climbing the mountains?
Why are [we] evading inquiry?
Before we “lean in”, what if we stepped back?
What if we start with what we already have?
What if [we] made one small change?
What if [we] could not fail?
How might we pry off the lid and stir the paint?
How will [we] find [our] beautiful question?
(Berger, 2014, p. 175)

Go Falcons!
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WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
Upward Bound Summer Residential Program Parents’ Workshop, April 25-27
The Upward Bound program hosted three parent meetings in Tranquility,
Coalinga, and Mendota High School. TRiO Staff members went over the
summer program expectations, guidelines, handbook, and calendar of events
at length. These meetings were also an opportunity for parents and students
to have their questions answered, as well as an opportunity to meet other
students and parents.

CalWORKs Student Engagement Activity- CalWORKs Association Institute March 28-30, 2017
The CalWORKs Association Institute was a
three-day event that took place in Los Angeles.
The event offered countless workshops to help
students, employees and other attendees
engage in educational activities. The network
session theme was Mardi Gras and many
attendees wore beads and colorful masks. For
the first time our college sent two CalWORKs
students: Carolina Solorio and Veronica Mejia.
Both students engaged with other CalWORKs
students throughout the state.
UC Santa Barbara Educational Field Trip, April 19, 2017
West Hills College Students from NDC, Lemoore, and
Coalinga were invited to visit UC Santa Barbara on April
19, 2017. The university provided the students with a nice
tour of the campus as well as an admissions presentation.
The trip provided students with the opportunity to learn
about the school and the possibility of transferring there
after they finish at WHC.
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TRiO/SSS Engagement Workshop: Nor Cal Tutor Expo ’17: Delta College, April 7, 2017
Tutors and Mentors from both WHC Coalinga and NDC attended the Nor Cal
Tutor Expo ’17 at Delta College in Stockton, CA on April 7, 2017. The
tutors/mentors attended a presentation by a keynote speaker from 3CSN as
well as workshops created to help them become better tutors and make the
most of their time with students. The tutors were able to visit a different
college campus and network with other tutors throughout the community
college system.
FARM OF THE FUTURE
This past month the Farm of the Future attended the 89th Annual California State FFA Leadership
Conference in Fresno. Over 6,000 FFA members and guests were in attendance for this event. The career
show showcased several colleges as well as entertaining new ideas for their future in the agriculture industry.
In attendance representing West Hills College were our instructors Tim Ellsworth, Terry Brase, and Chris
Chaney. They spent the day talking to students about our programs as well as informing them of or Ag
Scholars Scholarship, worth up to $6,500 per year.
While driving by, you may have noticed lots of activity on the Farm. Farm Manager JR Velazquez has been
keeping his crew busy. All of our oat hay has now been cut and bailed. The empty fields are now being
disked by our student workers Adrian Jenkins and Andrew Madden, preparing for the next crop to be planted.
The garlic is now starting to clove, and we will continue irrigating it for the next month. Irrigation on the
pistachios has resumed, and the trees are in bloom.
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Social Media out at the Farm of the Future
Do you want to know what is going on out at the Farm? Check out our social media sites to stay up-to-date
with the latest news from the Farm of the Future. Keep your eye out for weekly videos, pictures and updates.

facebook.com/farmofthefuture

@farmofthefuture

@WHCCFarm

farmofthefuture.tumblr.com

@farmofthefuture

bit.do/FOFyoutube

WEST HILLS COLLEGE STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Haruka Komine
Haruka is an international student from Tokyo, Japan. The
reason why Haruka decided to study at West Hills College, is
because she is interested in studying Global Studies and
Education from an American college. Haruka also wanted the
experience of studying and living abroad. This is why she
decided to study at West Hills College. Her dream is to be a
teacher in a developing country. Haruka volunteered her first
semester at West Hills College in the library. She now
currently works as a library assistant. Haruka enjoys to
walking during her free time and also enjoys Mexican food,
especially tacos and quesadillas. Haruka believes that
through hard work she will make her dream come true. She also hopes if you can visit Japan, that you can
visit Tokyo, the capital and her home town.

WEST HILLS COLLEGE EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
Emma Santos
This month’s Employee Profile is Ms. Emma Santos,
who has been working at West Hills College for 19 years
this June. Emma is originally from Edinburg, Texas. She
is married and lives with her husband in Coalinga. She
has a son and a daughter and two grandchildren.
Emma began her college career, when she was
motivated by her son, who was attending College at that
time. Her son, scheduled an appointment with a
counselor at NDC, Firebaugh. His motivating words to
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her, after he scheduled the appointment was “mom, don’t let me down”. These words stayed with
her and motivated her throughout her entire time that she was in college. She has an AA Degree in
Office Management from West Hills College. Her Bachelor’s Degree is from Ashford University in
Liberal Arts and Behavioral Science.
Ms. Santos started her career at NDC as a part-time worker through the work experience class. She
then moved on to work full time at the Coalinga Campus in financial aid, and then moved into
Advising in 2007. Each day Ms. Santos assists and motivates students to continue their education,
and move forward with their goals and plans. She is a real asset to West Hills College!

WHCCD FOUNDATION
Scholarships, scholarships, scholarships. The foundation office is awash in scholarships. Thanks to
everyone in the campus financial aid offices for their help in the awarding process. We won’t have a tally on
total amount of scholarships awarded but for each of the last two years, our students have been awarded
WHCC Foundation scholarships with a value of almost $500,000.
Thanks also to the many donors who make this possible. Employee Philanthropy and donations from our
community play a huge role in this. If you are not participating, please consider doing so today:

http://westhillscollege.com/district/foundation/donations.asp

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
WHCC Athletics
Want to watch your Falcons and cheer for them? Visit our WHCC Falcon Athletics webpage for schedules:
http://www.westhillsfalcons.com/landing/index

