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Campus Life and Student Activities

WHC Coalinga o

Lt. Col. John G.Cotter speaks at WHC Coalinga 9/11 Ceremony

N West Hills College Coalinga has established a
- ' tradition of observing 9/11 with a ceremony

including.speakers who had personal experience

on the day that the U.S. was attacked by terrorists.

This year was no exception.

Lt. Col. John G. C otter was serving at the Pentagon
the day Al -Qaeda terrorists flew a Boeing 757 into
the military complex. All 77 people on the flight
were killed along with 125 people at the Pentagon.
He spoke on September 11, at noon, in the quad
area. He is currentl y the wing antiterrorism officer
at the Fresno base of the California Air National
Guard. He started his career as an enlisted aircraft
mechanic on the F -106, KC -135 and B -52 aircratft.
This event was well .attended and included
students, faculty, staff and administration in
observing this monumental day in history.

Coalinga Police Chief Cal Minor, WHCC President
Willard Lewallen along® with others also

participated i n t his yeards .9/ 11

WHCC & NDC Enrollment Up

Both locations experienced enr  ollment increases for the fall 2009 semester.

COALINGA - up 15%
NDC - up 13%

It was a busy and hectic time again at the start of the semester, but o ur students were served
very well and the efforts of the Student Services professional s were duly noted. T hanks to
everyone !
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WHC Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 was the start of Hispanic Heritage Month, which runs through
October 15, 2009 and celebrates the contributions and successes of the Hispanic Community in

the United States. America celebrates the culture and traditions of U.S. residents who trace
their roots to Spain, Mexico, and the Spanish -speaking nations of Central America, South
America and the Caribbean.

At WHCC Adjunct Spanish Instructor Maria Flores and the students from all Spanish classes,

TRIOand t he Camp pr og Pases Lptinos Similarities dnd Bifferences 6. Students
gathered at the Student Center where they formed a panel and discussed topics regarding Latin

American countries culture and traditions. Future scheduled activities at West Hills College

Coalinga include:

Salsa Making Demonstration - on September 30, 2009;

Taco sale - hosted by the Community Education Program and Spanish classes on October 14,
2009;

Field Trip to Teatr o Campesino in San Juan Bautista - on October 25, 2009.
For more information on the upcoming events celebrating the WHC Hispanic Heritage Month

please contact :
Associate Dean of Student Learning Raquel Rodriguez at 934 -2218.

Peer to Peer Tutoring

Brian Rouska, WHCC Tutor Coordinator, recently announced the offering of extended Peer to
Peer Tutoring hours for those with ASB cards, referred by counselors, or involved with various
college programs such as SSS, Trio, DSPS etc.

Students can also view the re vamped Tutorial website including tutor schedules as well as links
to apply to get or become a tutor.

The website is:
http://www.westhillscollege .com/coalinga/students/student_services/tutorial_services/index.asp

OrGoTo:

westhillscollege.com/coalinga/academics/library/

*click on Tutorial Services under t he iomlestd pn L



http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/students/student_services/tutorial_services/index.asp
http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/academics/library/

Spending Cut -Off September 30th

Vice Chancellor of Business Services, Ken Stoppenbrink, has announced that as a result of

negative statewide financial forecasts and in an effort to maintain a positive cash flow, the

college will be cutting off sp  ending of the general fund  effective October 1, 2009 . o0lt is criti
that everyone observe this and especially avoid any confirming purchase orders. If the district

receives any confirming purchase orders please be advised that you will be personally

responsi bl e for t h 8bat doeésnthisomeare for. u§ ? The expenditures for our

categorical programs and their activities will continue as usual into Spring of 2010, with

Associate Dean Reynolds approval. But  general purchasing for office supplies and th e like

should take place now during this brief window of opportunity in the month of September.

New Duplicating Office Hours

Karan Folsom will continue to work part  -time in the duplicating office f ol | owi ng Tom Benedi
retirement . New hours will be a s follows: Mon o Thurs 10:00 to 2:00 ; Fridays 10:30to 1:30

Work -Study

Hillary Davis, Work -St udy Coor di nator, r le Werln-$tlidy fundse Ipaeer leend 0 a
awarded for the 2009 -2010 school year. This year there are more students than ever , includin g

over 100 students in the program and over 70 students on the waiting list. As discussed in their
Work-Study Orientations this semester, beginning September 11, 2009 we will no longer use

the electronic timecards. Students and supervisors will be able to log into their portal and

enter/approve time online. 6 She would also like to remind everyone of the importance of
recogniz ing their Work-Study student. S h e sla timgs like these, they are truly a blessing. Let
them know you appreciate them. 6

Basic Ski lls

Members and friends of Arte America got a taste of history along with some good wines and
traditional food from Chile and Argentina during a lecture and wine tasting event on Saturday,



September 12, 2009. The event was sponsored by the United Cu [tures Association from

Fresno. WHC student J o h a& Snatistevan , in the Spanish 11 class ,i ndi cated o0t he eveni
very interesting especially since | didnodt know anything about
American countries and  everything involved withit. 6 St udent Al ex Gutierrez said
gl ad Professor Flores encourages the class to particip

Dr. Nora Gonzalez , ESL instructor at NDC , ment i oned o0l am happy our student
withpeopl e from di fferent cultures and who value good Sout
Castillo President of the United Cultures Asgdoci ati on
have the West Hills College Coalinga supporting our fall cultural night event of the yearéo. Fac
the picture on the right is Alex Gutierrez from Firebaugh, in the center Associate Dean Raquel

Rodriguez and on the left is John "JJ" Snatistevan from Utah. Both students picture d are athletes

on the WHCC Falcon Baseball Team .

ASB Elections at WHC Coalinga

ASB elections were held on August 24 , in the quad area , 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m , at WHC Coalinga.
ASB officers elected for the 2009 -2010 year were:

Yohane Maeda -ASB President;

Jennie Tamayo -ASB Vice-President;

Dianna Flores -ASB Secretary;

Jeff Pasley ASB Treasurer;

Jesus Flores-ASB Public Relations

International Students

A welcome back party at Me-n-Ed's Pizzeria, was held
on Saturday September 12, 2009 for the international
students . A total of 38 students attended the party.




NDC o

ASB Seminar and Elections at NDC

North District Center students attended

a o0potdnéuwiksHb3l tolearn more
about ASB dections and campaign
procedure s. Dr. Marcel Hetu and
Raquel Rodriguez provided an
opportunit y  for  ASB Leadership
discussion . Students at North District
Center were eager to start their petition
process to run for office and to
participate in  this campus -wide ASB
meeting via video conferencing.

In a new strategy for student involvement, the student body at NDC have form ed their

Chapter of WHCC Associated Student Body (ASB). Elections took place on Tuesday,

September 15 with approximately 25% of the student population voting. Thi s year ds el ect
offic ers are:

A.S.B. President: Adam Quintero s;
A.S.B. Vice President: Joseph Cortez ;
A.S.B. Treasurer Ka rina Casarreal .

OCommunity Conversationso Forum

Dr. Frank Gornick, Frances Squire, Dr. Bertha Felix -Mata, Juan Rubio, and Eliseo Gamino
attended the o0Community ConvhelU£aCerteoinErésnof onrAugust 2le.l d i n t
When Mr. Juan Sepulveda asked about the key factors affecting the education of Hispanic

families in the Central San Joaquin Valley, Dr. Gorni ck ans wanydahilied Waheer . 6

San Joaquin Valley have been aff ected by the drought and lack of water for farming; especially

in the Westside of Fresno County. Other topics discussed included the drop -out -rate among

Hispanics, access to support services, financial assistance, and academic -safety -nets for first

generation students.

Car Wash held for WHC North District Center Students

Students from Firebaugh High School, West Hills College North District Center, and local church

group united together  on August 20 to hel p raise $3,000 for the Velasquez family. Juan an d
Mario Velasquez who graduated from West Hills College recently lost their father (Juan Manuel
Velazquez) who was fighting a rare type of throat cancer.



CAMP

option compare d to other similar institutions.

members Lupe Banales, Olivia Contreras, and Eliseo Gamino.

Student Success and Accomplishments

Award -winning Photo

His winning photo certainly does.

It

0s

Belk, who was two at the time the photo

young children A all under five.

time doing school work at the computer.

The photo was shot with an 8 MP Canon Rebel.

Attending the field

CAMP students learned about
the transfer process to a
four -year-university as part of
the (CSU) Monterey visitation

on September 4 . A panel
composed of Monterey
students shared
ooutso of

campus such as: cost,
residential  living, student
services. Many students were

impressed to learn the career
opportuni ties available at
CSU, Monterey. Currently,
the CSU Monterey campus is
the most economical CSU

trip were CAMP staff

Pedro Trevino, a West Hills College student has

won a statewide photo competition.

years old and lives
student at West Hills

Pedro is 29
in Armona. He is an online
College Coalinga. He spent

five years in the Navy as an aviation administrator

and started taking
switched to liberal

psychology.

Originally from Texas,

business classes but has
arts and is interested in
Pedro said he

first grabbed a camera about 10 years ago and

started taking pictures

like my pictures to give a message or

and hasnodt
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emot i o n secently tolé Frances Squire

of his

was taken. Maria is

She takes classes at WHCL Pedro says his sister spends a
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