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WHC Coalinga  
 

Author Brian Duggan Visits WHCC  

 

On Wednesday, February 10, WHCC hosted Mr. Brian Duggan, 

author of Saluki: The Desert Hound and the English Travelers 

Who Brought It to the West, at the WHCC Theater.   The book 

tells the true story of the adventurers in Egypt, Arabia, Syria, 

and Iraq who w ere devoted to the Saluki the elite hunting 

hound of the Bedouin.   Mr. Duggan spoke to a crowd of 

students and staff about the Saluki breed and his new book.    

Also attending the event were Coalinga community members, 

Bill and Christine Lewis, who have Sal ukis of their own.    

 

Mr. Duggan is the director of learning services at California 

State University, Stanislaus. He is an American Kennel Club 

judge and has lived with Salukis for over 30 years. He and his 

wife have bred 29 champions.  

 

Financial Aid FAFSA  Faire  

 

Community members and college students were encouraged to attend and submit their  FAFSAs 

before the March 2
nd

 deadline with the assistance of  the WHCC Coalinga Financial Aid Staff  and 

the  EOPS and CTE program staff .  This activity took place on Saturday, February 20, in the 

quad, 10am to 2 p m.  A video of the event can be viewed on YouTube at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDaFnjjUZU8&feature=emai l. 

 

Virtual Library Tour  

 

Take a virtual tour of the West Hills College Coalinga Library / Learning Center through a series 

of 25 images. The tour highlights spaces, services, and collections that are part of the Library / 

Learning Center. To access the to ur, click on the link under òNews and Eventsó on the libraryõs 

home page - http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/academics/library/ . 
 

Campus Life and Student  Activities  

WHCC Mission Statement  

 

To commit college -wide staff and  resources to the student learning process.  To 

provide educational, cultural, and economic development opportunities to our 

current and future students  and the local and global communities  that we serve.  

http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/about/presidents_pen_newsletter.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDaFnjjUZU8&feature=email
http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/academics/library/
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Black History Month  

 

Black History month was  celebrated on the WHC 

Coalinga campus starting Monday, February 22 through 

Friday, February 26.  Students, faculty, staff, and 

community members were invited to participate in the 

following activities:  

 

Monday, February 22 , Guest Speaker John Graves, at 

7pm , in Everett Hall;  

Tuesday, February 23 , Guest Speaker Gregory Delano, at 

7pm , in the Theater;  

Wednesday, February 24 , Key Note Speaker Dr. James E. 

Walton, at 7pm , in Everett Hall;  

 

Thursday, February 25 , the Folkloric Dancers, the African 

Dance Group from Fresno State University, at  7pm , in 

the Theater;  

Friday, February 26, Movie & Discussion, at 6pm , in 

Everett Hall.  

 

The Library displayed famous African -Americans starting 

February 15 and a Soul Food Luncheon was held in the 

dining hall on February 25 . 

 

 

 

Financial Aid Workshops Held  

 

West Hills College Coalinga financial aid staff helped students and their parents fill out the Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  

 

At workshops students were able to sign up for a FAFSA pin number so they c an sign the 

application electronically. Staff members from the West Hills financial aid office assisted 

students with logging into the FAFSA website and completing the application line by line.    

Students whose parents could not attend were encouraged to come alone with all the proper 

information (income and asset information).  

  

Information needed to complete the FAFSA : 

 Driverõs license 

 Social security card or number  

 Alien registration number, i f you are not a U.S. citizen  

 Personal 2009 income information  

 Parentsõ 2009 income information  

 Previous year taxes are okay for now if you donõt have 2009 tax information 

 2009 bank statements  

 Any records of untaxed income such as welfare benefits, social s ecurity benefits, or 

child support payments  

 List of colleges you are interested in attending  
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Workshops were held:  

 February 18 -Avenal High School, 6 -8 p.m.  

 February 23 -Coalinga High School, 3 -5 p.m.  

 February 24 -Coalinga High School, 3 -8 p.m.  

 February 25 -Faith Christian Academy, 8 a.m. -3 p.m.  

 

Students who submitted an online survey at the end of one of these workshops were entered in 

a drawing to win a $1000 scholarship, sponsored by California Cash for College. For every 25 

students who attend the wor kshop and complete their FAFSA, one West Hillsõ student will be 

awarded a scholarship.  

 

Performing Arts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance Schedule:  

 

April 15:     7:00pm Curtain                    Preview/Dress Rehearsal  

April 16:     7:00pm Curtain                    Opening Night                        

April 17:     7:00pm Curtain                   Performance  

April 18:     1:30pm Curtain                    Matinee/Performance  

April 25:     7:00pm Curtain                   Performance  

April 26:     7:00pm Curtain                   Performance  

 

TRIO ð Student Support Program (SSP), Upward Bound (UB), and Upward 

Bound Math & Science (UB Math & Science)  

 

On Saturday, February 6, the UB/UBMS staff conducted a fieldtrip to UC Rive rside. The UB/UBMS 

students from the Coalinga, Mendota, and Tranquillity high schools participated in a campus 

tour hosted by the UC Riverside outreach staff. After the tour, the students visite d the Dickensõ 

festival in down town Riverside. The popular fes tival offered a series of lectures on the life and 

writings of Dickens. The highlights of the day were the series of lectures such as òThe Old 

Curiosity Shopó, a lecture about the òChildhood in the age of Dickensó, and the Drill and 

Demonstration of the Go rdons raising the Union Jack - a Manual of Arms demonstration by the 

commemorative company of the Gordon Highlanders featuring an 1874 Gatling gun.  
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On February 11, Dr. Felix -Mata TRIO Director and Alma Lopez TRIO Club Activities Director 

attended the 2010 American Cancer Society Relay for Life informational meeting. This year the 

club will be sponsoring a team joining the fundraising efforts on the battle against cancer.  

 

North District Center (NDC)  
 

NDC students participated in a Valentineõs Day celebration on February 10. Students shared 

cookies, cake, and other sweets for this òspecialó occasion.  

 

On February 10, 2010 The Future Teacherõs Club had an informative luncheon at NDC.  The 

luncheon took place at 12:00 noon and included Chinese food and a guest speaker!  Nancy 

Madrigal (a past WHCC/NDC student) talked about her experiences as a teacher.  Nancy is an 8
th

 

grade science teacher at Firebaugh Middle School.  She attended Fresno Pacifi c Universi ty and 

earned a B.A. d egree and teaching credential.  She shared her experiences attending school, 

financial aid, taking various exams (RICA, CSET, and CBEST) during a luncheon attended by 25 

students .  The organizers included Marlese Roton and Trista Hagg ard.  The CTE Teachers Grant 

(managed by David Reynolds and Trista Haggard) paid for the event.  

 

Beginning February 19
th

; The  Associated Student Body of NDC  wil l host Friday afternoon movies.  

The first movie is òThis Is Itó!  òThis Is Itó is a documentary about Michael Jacksonõs latest music 

and preparation for his upcoming tour.  However, Michael Jackson suddenly died of a drug 

overdose last year shortly before the tour was to take place.  

 

Black History Month ð ASB showed  òThis Is Itó and has a mini display on influential black 

Americanõs (past and present) in the commons area at NDC/W HCC.  Students can also complete 

a word search of Influential Black Americans and in exchange win a prize!   

 

CAMP 

 

California CAMP Statewide Leadership Conference March 12 -14, 2010  

 

The WHCCD CAMP Team is very excited to be the 

host of the 2010 California CAMP Statewide 

Leadership Conference for the first time.   Every 

year, the California Consortium selects an 

institutional program to lead the efforts in 

migrant òleadership developmentó through an 

annual conference.  Our migrant students will 

have a great opportunity to share experiences 

with other CAMP students from CSU Bakersfield, 

CSU Long Beach, CSU San Marcos, CSU Fresno, 

CSU Monterey, CSU Sacramento, Santiago Canyo n 

Community College, West Hills Community 

College District, and newly awarded Mendocino 

Lake Community College.  According to Olivia Contreras, òIt is important for migrant students 

attending West Hills  to hear first hand from 4 -year university migrant stu dents about the 

transferring process and adjusting to university life.ó   WHCCD Conference Committee 

Members:  (left to right) Eliseo Gamiño, Emma Santos, Lupe Bañales, and Olivia Contreras.  
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Commencement  

 

Commencement 2010  

 

Commencement is just around the corner  on  Friday, May 2 8, 20 10.  Mark your calendar now 

and plan on joining  our students and their  families at Coalinga High  Schoolõs Chuck Garten 

Memorial Stadium .  As mentioned by David Reynolds  recently in the WHCC Student Services 

Newsletter , we all òplay a role  ͍in the graduation of our  students.  

 

 

 

 
 

EOPS Region V Meeting  

 

The Directors and Coordinators of EOPS programs met on  Friday , February 19  at Visaliaõs 

Fresno Pacific University satellite campus.  Extended Opportunity Program and Services (EOPS) is 

a program that helps low income/educationally disadvantaged students successfully complete a 

post secondary education.  

 

TRIO Legislation & Regula tions and TRIO Project Budget 

Management Training  

 

On January 30, 2010 Reyna Moreno , TRIO Program Assistant , attended a Priority#2  TRIO 

Legislation & Regulations and TRIO Project Budget Management training in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The conference is designed to provide new and continuing key staff with the latest information 

on TRIO federal regulations, decision making, allowable expenditures, and the preparation for 

successful audit site visits.  

 

TRIO Record Keeping, Performance Reporting, and Evaluation  

 

On February 3 -5, 2010 Gabriel Diaz -Carrera TRIO Program Assistant attended a Priority #1 -TRIO 

Record Keeping, Performance Reporting, and Evaluation in Las Vegas, Nevada. The conference 

is designed to provide new TRIO employees with the understanding of the s tructure and content 

of the TRIO Annual Performance Reports (APRs) and utilizing technology to stream data -input 

procedures.  

 

Cal Soap  

 

Dr. Hetu attended a Cal Soap meeting on February 5, at California State University, Fresno. 

There were discussions about  how colleges are outreaching to Westside high schools and 

working together to provide job opportunities at local schools through Cal Soap. Cal Soap is 

presently waiting for word on whether it will have an extension of its Grant that funds the 

program.  

 

Staff Development, Recognition and Involvement  
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3rd Annual Staff Development Day  

  

All classified staff members attended an all day staff development meeting at WHC Lemoore on 

February 12. Sessions included the following trainings:  

 First Aid  

 Difficult Students/Customers  

 Financial Services  

 Diversity  

 Violence in the Workplace  

 

Both WHCC and NDC campuses stayed opened on that day to serve students who needed 

tutoring and/or use of other resource s. 

 

Association of California Community Colleges Administrators (ACCCA) 

Annual Conference   

 

President Lewallen  currently serves as 2
nd

 vice president for ACCCA.  He presided over the 

opening session on Thursday, February 18.  He also has coordinated the ACCCA student 

scholarship program since 2002.  This year the program reached a milestone.  Over $20,000 in 

scholarships has been awarded  to community colleges through this program.  Chancellor 

Gornick presented a workshop entitled òThe New Master Plan for California Community 

Colleges.ó 

 

Javier Cazares  

 

Javier Cazares began taking classes  at 

Franklin University in the f all of 2007 after 

speaking with Sandy McGlothlin about 

transfer options.   Sandy mentioned the 

alliance program WHCCD has with Franklin 

University and since it was completely 

online, it was the most convenient choice for 

him as full -time employee of West Hills 

College Coaling a.  Javierõs primary major 

was business a dministration; however, near 

the completion of his BS, a counselor at 

Franklin University mentioned that 

completion o f a couple more courses in the 

business forensics field would satisfy the requirements for a doubl e major. Javier took hold of 

his suggestion and com pleted his final course in the f all of 2009.   Javier was awarded a BS in 

business administration and b usiness forensics in December.  

 

For those who are interested, Business Forensics builds upon the busine ss administration core 

with a strong forensics component.   If focuses on organizational behavior and helps identify 

questionable business practices from corporate fraud to general white collar crime. It aids in 

developing and implementing preventative meas ures to ensure corporate integrity.   You learn 

to strategically resolve fraud and business forensics issues.   It also touches on behavioral 

science to discover motivation for a breach of integrity. You learn to communicate fraud 

findings to a variety of au diences, and help ensure that your organization is held to a high 

standard of business ethics.  Possible career choices are Law Enforcement Officer, Loss 

Prevention Manager, Independent Fraud Examiner, Private Investigator and Government Fraud 

Examiner.   The median annual salary for a fraud prevention manager is $66k.  

 


