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WHC Coalinga ï 

Lights of Love 

A number of campus holiday traditions rely on the generosity 
and participation of our campus family.  Be it participating in a 
holiday food drive, providing a Thanksgiving meal to a needy 
family, or sponsoring a child through "Lights of Love", we 
continue to make the holidays even more special for those who 
surely appreciate the assistance we can provide.  Given the 
current economic picture we knew that this holiday season 
would be particularly challenging for many families. 

This year our ASB, along with the Presidentôs Office 
and Title IV programs, coordinated "Lights of Love."  
This activity targeted the children of students served by 
our special programs such as EOPS/CARE, CalWorks, 
SSS, etc.  The purpose of this activity was to provide 
gifts for the children of our students.  A total of 83 
children were identified and sponsored by WHCC 
employees. 

 
 
 
 
 
WHCC Comes to Aid of Local Family 
 
Staff and students accomplished selling 180 chile verde plates in support of the Baldovinosô family to help 
with their babyôs funeral expenses.  The WHCC Emergency Fund Task Force deeply appreciated your 
support in quickly raising funds to assist this family with funeral expenses. 
 
Field Trip to Yosemite National Park  

In December a co-op field trip was taken by Professors 
Graves and Reynolds to area businesses and 
Yosemite National Park. Students from Dr. Al Gravesô 
ñCultural Geographyò and David Reynoldsô ñIntro. to 
Educationò classes went on a 3-day CTE Grant-
sponsored field trip to Borba Farms, Caruthers Dairy, 
businesses in downtown Fresno, Chukchansi 
Reservation in Coarsegold, and culminated in an all-
day guided tour of government business in Yosemite 
National Park.  Reynoldsô education students observed 
and critiqued Dr. Graves teaching and his studentôs 
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learning, while Gravesô students participated in 
an academic study of various businesses in 
our local valley. Friday and Saturday nights 
were spent at a private lodge/campground in 
Oakhurst.  Previous CTE-sponsored trips 
cooperating with two different West Hills 
College classes have gone to such places as 
Cambria, Hearst Castle, Morro Bay, Parkfield, 
and Paso Robles. Spring ô09 trips will take 
students to Napa Valley, San Francisco, and 
Stockton.  If you would like to involve one of 
your courses with these CTE education Grant-
sponsored weekend trips, contact Assoc. 
Dean David Reynolds at ext #2643. 

 

International Students Program 
 
The ISP has a busy schedule coming up as there are 4 recruiting trips planned. 
 
February 2-7 Japan 
February 19-22 Hong Kong 
February 23-28 Korea 
March 3-5 Sweden 
 
Student Services  

 
Student services are an important and integral function at 
West Hills College Coalinga. Counseling, matriculation and 
registration all take place in the Student Services building 
located at the north end of the Quad. During the two weeks 
beginning each semester the staff keeps the offices open 
from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Office Manager Minerva Brixey coordinates the long-hour 
activities of counselors including Erin Corea, Sandy 
McGlothlin, Martha Rodriguez, Giselle Simon, Kathleen 
Trezza, and Valerie Walker; and support including Pricilla 
Balcazar, Domenica Cortez, Sandra Dagnino, Adrianna 
Ochoa, Emma Santos and Juana Zaragoza. These 
employees and others are helping to handle the increase of 
our enrollment up about 15 percent compared to last year.  
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TRIO ï Student Support Services (SSS)/Upward Bound (UB) and Upward Bound Math & Science 
(UB Math & Science) 
 

Monday, December 1, through Thursday, December 11, 2008 the SSS students received Finals Survival 
Kits. The kits contained school supplies to help them to manage their exams. 
 
Saturday, December 6, 2008 the UB, UBMS, and SSS 
participated in a field trip to CSU San Jose and the San Juan 
Bautista Mission. At San Jose State, our students were hosted 
by a university group. Following the tour, the students attended 
the óVirgen Del Tepeyacô theater performance at the San Juan 
Bautista Mission.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Orientation for TRiO/SSS students was held on Wednesday, January 7, 2009, in Everett Hall.  SSS 
Orientation helps students to: 
Understand the SSS Program Contract; 
Get help for tutoring w/CSP Program; 
Understand the Book Loan Program; 
Keep track of their grades with progress reports; 
Stay informed about upcoming workshops; 
Understand the Scholarship Criteria; 
Update their biographical information; 
Get to know the staff. 
 
Theater/Performing Arts 
 
PA Professor Harold Wiest reports: 
 
ñThe Wizò was a great success.  For the first time in eight years, every performance was close to being 
sold out.  The cast and crew are to be warmly congratulated.  
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Production Schedule 
 

ñClue the Musicalò:    Opens last weekend of January 
(tentative) 

   ñThe Importance of Being Earnestò:    Opens March 9, 2009 
   ñInto the Woodsò:    Opens April 24, 2009 
   ñForever Plaidò     Fall 2009 
   ñGreater Tunaò     Fall 2009   
     
The Spring break (April 6 ï 10, 2009) trip to New York is filling up, but there are still some open slots.  If 
you are interested in joining us in the ñBig Appleò, call Harold Wiest at 286-5010, Catharine Delano at 
244-9978 or Connie Flores at 934-2223.  This is going to be a fun trip so sign up while there is still room. 
 
West Hills College Performing Arts is looking for guest directors for future plays.  If interested, call Harold 
Wiest 286-5010. 

 
Outreach 
 
Financial Aid has scheduled outreach for area high schools in January and February.  $1,000.00 
scholarships will be offered to high school seniors who attend a workshop and complete a survey.  Details 
on our workshop dates and times are listed on the Cash for College website at   
http://www.calgrants.org/applications/workshops.cfm?navId=25. FA will also be hosting a FAFSA Fiesta 
on campus.  This event will be open to students, the community or anyone interested in completing the 
FAFSA.  Staff will be available to answer financial aid and scholarship questions.  The event will take 
place on Saturday, February 28, from 10am-1pm. 
 

WHC North District Center, Firebaugh ï 

 
Facility Improvements 
 

Improvements from Measure ñQò began during the holidays 
in Firebaugh.  Students at the North District Center will see 
new carpet and fresh paint as part of the first improvements 
taking place.  According to President Lewallen, ñPhase-I 
improvements will be strategically scheduled on weekends, 
spring-break, or during low peak operational hours to 
minimize the impact on students, staff, and the learning 
environment.ò    
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