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WHC Coalinga ï 
 
Library Reaches Milestone 

 
Since the library opened in May 2005, the security gates at 
the entrance to the Rodney B. Fitch Learning Resource 
Center have counted 1 million people coming in and out.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1935 Yearbook Added to Library Collection 
 
WHCC has been given a copy of the 1935 Falcon Yearbook and it is in excellent condition.  The yearbook is a 
combination of the college and the high school with the college occupying the front of the book.  Librarian Matt 
Magnuson has determined that this is now the oldest yearbook in the collection.  Greg Ream from Coalinga HS found 
this on eBay and donated it to the college.  It has been placed in the college library if you would like to take a look.  
Enjoy! 

 
Student Affairs and International Students Programs 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Remembrance 
 
To commemorate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. birthday, the IS7 Class hosted a panel discussion by two individuals that 
were part of the Civil Rights Movement, one black and one white, Ron Danner in Alabama and Laura Ames in Texas.  
The discussion was held in Everett Hall on January 19, at 3 pm.  The objective was to give a holistic account of what 
occurred during those turbulent times from people that actually experienced that significant era.  A Soul Food dinner 
was served in the dining hall after the discussion. 

 
Student Center Open House 
 
ASB will host the Student Center Open House on Wednesday, February 18, 11am-1pm. Please take the time to stop 
by and see the new changes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campus Life and Student Activities 



 2 

Hong Kong Recruiting Trip Scheduled 
 

Daniel Tamayo will be in Hong Kong from February 17 
through February 23, participating in the Hong Kong Trade 
and Development Centre Education & Careers Expo. This 
annual event hosts approximately 500 higher education 
exhibitors from around the world. Fair organizers expect over 
twenty thousand visitors that consist of students and parents 
from Hong Kong, Macau and the southern provinces of 
China. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cultural Excursion Planned 
 

The Office of Student Affairs and International Student Programs will conduct a cultural excursion for international 
students to Santa Barbara in the month of February. This trip will allow students the opportunity to visit Santa 
Barbara, and experience a learning environment outside of the classroom. 
 

Izumi Daikoku Remembered 
 
WHC Coalinga was recently notified of the passing of Izumi Daikoku, a former 
international student. Izumi became ill in December 2008 and returned to Japan to 
receive local treatment. Izumi passed away on February 3. International students 
held a memorial ceremony to remember Izumi at Ivanôs Hall on Tuesday, February 
3, at 7:00pm. Izumi's funeral was held on Saturday, February 7 at the Jozai Temple 
outside of Tokyo.  Izumi began her studies at West Hills College in the fall 2008 
term. Izumi was referred to West Hills College by Human International University in 
Tokyo, Japan. Many Japanese students that are interested in studying overseas 
usually begin at Human International University Academy (HIUA). The Academy 
prepares students to study overseas by immersing them in English courses in 
Japan. These same students then attend the summer program at Human 
Academy's satellite campus in San Diego. Students continue to take English 
courses and college prep courses before they begin their studies in the college of 
their choice in the fall. For Izumi, she chose to attend West Hills College. Izumi was 
admitted as a Liberal Arts major, and planned on transferring to a university after 
receiving an AA at West Hills College. 
 
 
 

 

Emergency Fund Task Force at WHC 
 

A group of volunteers have launched the WHC Emergency Fund Task Force led by Associate Dean Raquel 
Rodriguez.   The participants of the group include instructional staff, classified employees, administrators and 
members of the community.  The common goal and purpose is to raise funds to assist WHC students with financial or 
catastrophic emergencies.  Three months ago, the members were involved with two successful fundraisers.   Both 
fundraisers helped two former WHC students who were confronted by emergency situations. The first student was 
faced with the lack of funds to bury her child.  The second student lacked tuition funds to continue her education at 
Fresno State University. A total of $1,100 was donated by the WHC Fund Raising Committee to assist both students 
with their emergencies.  The Task Force members are extending an invitation to interested persons who would like 
join their effort to raise $5,000 for the academic school year 2009-2010. Get involved today!  The following types of 
upcoming fundraiser events are being planned:  a silent auction; an ice cream bowl; a candy drive; a food sale; and a 
Cinco de Mayo taco sale.  
 
 
 



 3 

Student Services  
 

Official articulation agreements have been signed and approved for: 
 
National University 
Chapman University 
 
These agreements will serve as guides to all the NU and Chapman campus articulated courses and will be posted on 
public folders for counseling and advising purposes. 
 
CSU Fresno closed their application filing period for 2009-10 a month early due to budget issues.  The deadline was 
midnight, February 15th. 
 

TRIO ï Student Support Services (SSS)/Upward Bound (UB) and Upward Bound Math & Science 
(UB Math & Science) 
 
 

 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009 the TRIO/SSS staff hosted a series 
of Student Orientations at each of our campuses. These 
orientations are designed to welcome the students to a 
new/continuing semester. Two TRIO students were featured as 
role-model speakers at each campus. The presenters included 
Junior Gonzales who is currently enrolled in a counseling program 
at CSU Fresno, and Robert Wallace, WHC Coalinga ASB 
president. Robert has met graduation requirements and is currently 
wrapping up a successful transfer course plan at Grand Canyon 
University.  

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, January 15, 2009 the TRIO staff hosted a group of 
student representatives from UC Berkeley. The UC Berkley Filipino 
Club conducted a workshop on how to successfully prepare an 
entrance application at Berkeley and other UC universities. The 
participants received information on preparation and readiness, 
transfer requirements and other factors to help prospective 
students apply to the UC universities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, January 31, 2009 the UB and UB Math & Science 
program advising staff, Juan Rubio and Natalie Marvel, conducted 
the first Saturday workshop of the 08/09 spring semester. The 
series of workshops included test placement, a community service 
activity, a financial aid workshop, and a parentsô workshop. The 
community service activity was conducted in collaboration with the 
Coalinga Enterprise Community (CEC) organization. During the 
community service activity the students assembled donated tables 
for the high school cafeteria (part of one of the grants through 
CEC).  This workshop also marked the beginning of a series of 
seminars addressing specifically UB/UBMS parents. The parents 
received information on how to be involved in their childrenôs 
education. The day culminated with the WHC Coalinga financial aid 
staff providing a bilingual financial aid workshop for students and 
parents.  
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Tuesday, February 7, 2009 the TRIO students participated in an 
educational trip to CSU Fresno to attend the USDA Career Fair. 
According to Mr. Robert Gonzalez, USDA Liaison at Fresno State, 
the career fair was formatted as a  "walk around and network" 
interactive atmosphere to provide students, faculty, and staff the 
opportunity to learn about available federal ï internships, 
scholarships, sponsorships, student employment programs, career 
opportunities, and employment prospects.  The career fair created a 
high-energy setting that engaged and motivated students to pursue 
a potential career in public service. Over 60 federal agencies with 
approximately 145 representatives participated in the event.  

 
 
 

 

Theater/Performing Arts 
 

Production Schedule - 
  

The Importance of ñBeing Earnestò       Opens March 9, 2009 
   ñInto the Woodsò     Opens April 24, 2009 
   ñForever Plaidò     Fall 2009 
   ñGreater Tunaò     Fall 2009   

     
The spring break (April 6 ï 10, 2009) trip to New York is filling up, but there are still some open slots.  If you are 
interested in joining us in the ñBig Appleò, telephone Harold Wiest at 286-5010, Catharine Delano at 244-9978 or 
Connie Flores at 934-2223.  This is going to be a fun trip so sign up while there is still room. 
 
West Hills College Performing Arts is looking for guest directors for future plays.  If interested, telephone 

Harold Wiest 286-5010. 

 
 
Financial Aid 
 
The Financial Aid Department is pleased to announce its newly formed Financial Aid Liaison Team (FAL).  The 
purpose of the FAL is to be a representative of the financial aid office to assigned department(s).  The liaison shall be 
responsible for reporting the activities of assigned department(s) and shall bring to the financial aid director issues 
which require financial aid advice or recommendations.  The liaison shall be responsible for reporting activities of the 
financial aid office and to inform the assigned department(s) of various policies, procedures and deadlines throughout 
the year. 
 
Benefits 

 To provide financial related information to internal departments to ensure information/deadlines are being 
communicated to students in a uniform and consistent fashion. 

 To empower departments with the tools necessary to inform students of various financial opportunities. 
 
WHC Coalingaôs Financial Aid Fiesta is scheduled for Saturday, February 28, 10am-2pm.  Students who submit their 
FAFSA online will have an opportunity to complete a short survey to be used by ñCalifornia Cash for Collegeò to raffle 
off a $1,000 scholarship.  Information will also be available on college programs including EOPS, Disabled Students 
Programs and Services, Student Support Services, and the College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP). 
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Student Success and Accomplishments 

WHC North District Center, Firebaugh ï 

 
Chicano Youth Conference at Fresno State 
 

The West Hills College Coalinga ñChicano Theatreò 
performed at the 36

th
 Annual Chicano/a Youth Conference 

held at Fresno State University on January 17
th
.  Our drama 

students also participated in the Fresno State University 
transferring workshops in the morning before taking the 
stage. WHC drama performers included:  Susie Gutierrez, 
Oscar Casarreal, Rosa Espinoza, and Karina Casarreal.  
CAMP Director Eliseo Gamino conducted two workshops on 
higher education requirements to youth participants.  An 
estimated 530 students were in attendance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

City of San Joaquin ñBeatificationò Committee 
 
Ms. Cruz Ramos, City Manager of San Joaquin, plans to apply for grants focusing in the area of cultural arts.  She 
invited Dr. Marcel Hetu and Eliseo Gamino to meet and discuss a tentative proposal.  Ms. Ramos is interested in 
expanding the cultural arts in the San Joaquin area and formally requested that West Hills College Coalinga ñChicano 
Theatreò visit and perform at their location.  Recently, the City of San Joaquin remodeled their VFW facility which 
includes a new community drama stage.  In addition, Dr. Hetu and Mr. Gamino participated in a second San Joaquin 
discussion panel with Los Promotores (The Promoters) Community Organization focused on working in various 
beatification projects. 

 
Financial Aid 
 
NDCôs Financial Aid Fiesta is scheduled for Saturday, February 21, 10am-2pm.  Students who submit their FAFSA 
online will have an opportunity to complete a short survey to be used by ñCalifornia Cash for Collegeò to raffle off a 
$1,000 scholarship.  Information will also be available on college programs including EOPS, Disabled Students 
Programs and Services, Student Support Services, and the College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP). 

 
 
 

 
California Teaching Fellows Foundation 
 
The California Teaching Fellows Foundation is interested in recruiting West 
Hills College Coalinga students to work as tutors in various local high school 
districts.  Rosa Espinoza and Oscar Casarreal, WHC students, were recently 
selected and work at Mendota McCabe School.  According to Rosa, ñI was so 
excited to have been selected for this position.  I was not even nervous during 
the interview.  I felt WHC had prepared me well and I am ready.ò  Oscar and 
Rosa will earn a monthly stipend.  Both students have an outstanding 
leadership background and plan to transfer to Fresno State next semester.    
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Facilities / Bond Measures 

CalSoap ñTutoringò Recruitment at the North District Center (Firebaugh) 
 

Surrounding area organizations and educational entities are 
looking at West Hills College students as a valuable 
recruitment resource.  For example, Susie Gutierrez, former 
WHCC ASB officer, has been hired by CalSoap as a Program 
Advisor.  Evy Espinosa, former WHCC Chicano Theatre 
student, was interviewed and offered a tutor position at 
Mendota High School.  Dr. Marcel Hetu stated, ñI am so 
excited to see West Hills College students playing an important 
role in our local school districts.  NDC wants to continue being 
a valuable resource to those we serve.  WHC is providing high 
quality tutors and leaders to the surrounding communities.ò 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Measure Q 
 

 
Interior renovations began at NDC over the 
winter holidays.  New carpet was installed in 
many areas.  Interior painting and new flooring 
for the entire facility will be completed this year.  
Additionally, some major interior modernization 
is planned for the summer 2009.  Draft plans for 
the long term future of the building have been 
shared with college staff and the community.  
Planning is underway to develop and implement 
learning centers in San Joaquin, Tranquility, and 
Mendota.  Plans for the improvement of exterior 
safety and security lighting (see arrows) at the 
campus center have been completed and 
installation will begin soon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure C 
 
 
Chancellor Gornick, Vice Chancellor Stoppenbrink, President Lewallen, and President Warkentin met with Standard 
& Poor representatives in San Francisco on January 27.  The team made a presentation in support of the rating for 
the first issuance of the bonds for Measure C.  The stability of leadership in the District, excellent fiscal management, 
and projected growth resulted in a bond rating of A+.  The first bond issuance will be $3 million.  It is anticipated that 
we will have the proceeds from the bond sale as early as April. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


