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WHC Coalinga  
 

Classes Started January 19  

 

Due to a significant reduction of class sections, enrollment in many classes is higher than In 

previous semesters.  This has allowed WHCC to òkeep the doors openó during these difficult 

economic times.  President Lewallen thanks all WHCC employees for their wi llingness òto do 

more with lessó in order to preserve a philosophical cornerstone of California Community 

Colleges - access to education opportunities.  

 

In Remembrance: Zachary Webb Montoya (July 12, 1988 ðNovember 23, 2009)  

 

Zachary had an extraordinary amount of courage, enthusiasm and spirit.  A 

sparking charismatic child, kind and artistic, he was born in Hanford, 

California, to Michele and Chet Montoya.  The family then moved to 

Coalinga.  As he grew older, his love for graphic arts grew and he added 

music to his repertoire, starting as a drummer and moving on to lead singer 

in a local band.  He studied drama, performing at Coalinga High School and 

West Hills College.  Films, books and graphic novels became a passion, 

along with foreign policy debate a nd philosophy.   

 

At age 14 Zachary needed a transplant for an unknown virus that disabled 

his own heart.  He entered medical trial s to help others with similar 

ailments and to reduce invasive biopsies.  He was soon up and running 

playing golf and off to co llege at the San Francisco Academy of Art  and 

Fresno City College .  Despite major medical challenges, Zachary attended WHCC over the last 

few years.  

 

In September of 2009 Zachary was diagnosed once again with an ailing heart, and was accepted 

for a second heart transplant.  On November 23 Zachary passed from massive heart failure.  

You can donate to Zacharyõs favorite cause: The Lucile Packard Childrenõs Fund, where 

transplant patients and their families, such as the Montoya family, are well cared for and 

treated.  To donate in Zachary Montoyaõs name, call 1.650.497.8141 or go directly to the Lucile 

Packard Childrenõs fund website at: http://www.lpfch.org/fundraising/makeagift/ . You may also 

mail gift s to the Lucile Packard Foundation for Childrenõs Health at 400 Hamilton Avenue, Suite 

340, Palo Alto, CA 94301.  

Campus Life and Student  Activities  

WHCC Mission Statement  

 

To commit college -wide staff and  resources to the student learning process.  To 

provide educational, cultural, and economic development opportunities to our 

current and future students  and the local and global communities  that we serve.  

http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/about/presidents_pen_newsletter.asp
http://www.lpfch.org/fundraising/makeagift/
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International Students Program  

 

Welcome Back Dinner  

Sixteen new intern ational students started at WHCC  

this semester. These students along with others 

participated in a òWelcome Back Dinneró at Me & Edõs 

pizza on January 21. Students from Australia, Bulgaria, 

China, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Kazakhstan, 

Korea, Panama, Russia, and Sweden are attendi ng WHC 

classes this semester.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance Schedule:  

 

April 15:     7:00pm  Curtain                    Preview/Dress Rehearsal  

April 16:     7:00pm Curtain                    Opening Night                        

April 17:     7:00pm Curtain                   Performance  

April 18:     1:30 pm  Curtain                    Matinee/Performance  

April 25:     7:00pm Curtain                   Performance  

April 26:     7:00pm Curtain                   Performance  

 

TRIO ð Student Support Program (SSP), Upward Bound (UB), and Upward 

Bound Math & Science (UB Math & Science)  

 

Science Workshop  

On Monday December 14, UBMS Coalinga high school 

instructor Joshua Sexton and Natalie Marvel , UBMS 

advisor hosted Dr . Craig Wilson from Texas A&M 

during the high school tutorial. Dr. Wilson conducted a  

science workshop as a follow -up session to a 

collaborative between the WHC UBMS 2009  summer 

program and the Texas A &M Future Scientist Student 

Outreach initiative program in Parlier, California.  The 

on -going project is designed to encourage teachers, 

students, and parents to become directly involved in 

actual research being conducted by labs in their local 

communities. The Future Scientist Outreach initiative is 

sponsored by the United States Dep artment of 

Agriculture and Agriculture Research Service.  
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Dr. Wilsonõs goal was to make learning relevant to high 

school students. During his presentation, Dr. Wilson 

encouraged the students to be interested in science 

and get EXCITED about science.  He e mphasized, 

several times, that first you have to become interested 

in something, and then you can become an expert in 

anything.  The important thing is to find what interests 

you, and then you spend your day working with 

something you truly love.  

 

The topi cs covered in the three hours with UBMS 

students included: why we need pollen in the world, 

Dr. Wilsonõs experiences working with NASA, 

demonstrations of rocket launchers with liquid corn (ethanol), inspecting bat guava, and jobs 

and careers in the field o f Agriculture and Space Science.  

 

A follow -up  session is scheduled for this month . The UBMS students will work with Mr. Sexton 

to come up with an experiment and presentation involving corn worms.  They will then meet 

with Dr. Wilson and other students arou nd the state to present their findings at a USDA science 

lab.  

 

Spring 2010 Student Orientations  

 

On Thursday, January 14, the SSP staff hosted its Spring 2010 student orientations at Coalinga 

and NDC. The orientations were  designed to welcome the students/participants, update on 

rules and regulations of the program, review academic merit processes, and handout 

educa tional materials.  

 

State of the College Presentations  

 

On Tuesday, January 26 and Thursday , January 28, the SSP staff sponsored a workshop on the 

State of the College at Coalinga and NDC respectively. The featured speaker, President  

Lewallen, shared his personal and professional journey and provided a college update . Dr. 

Lewallen addressed questions about facili ties, class scheduling reduction, and the sum mer 

2010 session.  

 

Saturday Workshop  

 

On Saturday, January 30, the UB/UBMS staff conducted a workshop at the Coalinga campus. 

During this workshop, the UB/UBMS students/participants from the Coalinga, Mendota,  and 

Tranquillity high schools conducted career searches, completed a career interest survey, 

participated in a life -impacting decision -making exercise, and received information on work -

force resources.  The facilitators included Valerie Walker, Michelle D eOchoa , and Matt Flood.  
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North District Center (NDC)  
 

CAMP 

 

Migrant Student College Awareness Day at WHC Coalinga  
 

CAMP hosted the òMigrant Student College 

Awareness Dayó in a collaborative effort with 

Fresno County Office of Education Migrant 

Region IV on  the Coalinga campus on January 29.  

High school migrant students attended various 

workshops to learn about financi al aid, 

scholarships, admission process, ASB clubs, 

general education courses (A -G requirements), 

vocational/health careers, and listen to various 

speakers.  A special thank you to all the event 

participants including:  President Lewallen, Lupe 

Bañales, Olivia Contreras, Emma Santos, Jesse 

Cota, Hillary Davis, Yohane Maeda, Giselle Simon, 

Domenica Cortez -Ontiveros, Sandy McGlothlin, Eric Davis, and CAMP Program volunteers.   A 

similar event took  place in the Lemoore campus. ( left to right:  Hillary Davis and Jesse Cota 

conduct migrant workshop)      
 

HEP/CAMP Personnel Update  

Anita Wright and Eliseo Gamiño welcomed Emma 

Santos to the HEP/CAMP Team.  Emma brings a 

wealth of experience to our grant programs. She 

worked as an Advising Specialist for the Equal  

Opportunity Program & Services and CARE 

Program for more than 2 years.  Emma Santoõs 

educational background is a valuable asset to the 

HEP/CAMP Grant. (Left to Right: Emma Santos 

and Olivia Contreras listen to a speaker during 

Coalingaõs Migrant College Awareness d ay on 

January 29 . 

 

 

California CAMP Statewide Leadership Conference  
 

The California CAMP Statewide Leadership 

Conference will be hosted by the West 

Hills Community College District next 

month ð March 12 -14.  Migrant students 

representing CSU Bakersfield, CSU Long 

Beach, CSU San Marcos, CSU Fresno, CSU 

Monterey, CSU Sacramen to, Santiago 

Canyon Community College, West Hills 

Community College District, and newly 

awarded Mendocino Lake Community 

College will travel to our district for the 

first time.  A series of conference 

leadership development workshops will 

include:  trust -building activities, motivational speakers, and business development seminars.  

Leading the committee planning efforts include:  Lupe Bañales, Olivia Contreras, Emma Santos, 

and Eliseo Gamiño.   
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Curriculum and Instruction  

Commencement  

 

TRIO/SS P 

 

President Lewallen spoke on January  28 to the TRIO / SSP students and NDC staff about his 

professional and personal background as well as the new planned Center that will be 

constructed .  

 

Outreach  

 

Counselor Marlese Roton and Financial Aid Assistant Mali Flood conducted an outreach visit to 

Firebaugh High S chool and talked to students about attending WHC. They provided information 

related to academic programs, financial aid, and non -academic programs students could be part 

of during their time at our institution.  

 

 

Commencement 2010  

 

Commencement is just around the corner  on  Friday, May 2 8, 20 10.  Mark your calendar now 

and plan on joining  our students and their  families at Coalinga High  Schoolõs Chuck Garten 

Memorial Stadium .  As mentioned by David Reynolds  recently in the WHCC Student S ervices 

Newsletter , we all òplay a role  ͍in the graduation of our  students.  

 

GED/HEP Program  

 

The new GED/HEP program started this month at NDC. Classes are being offered in the morning 

and late afternoon.  Ms. Dolores Gonzalez is the adjunct  instructor.  

 

Communications Degree  

 

Students at WHCC have a new degree option when selecting a course of st udy. The associate 

degree in communication received Chancellorõs Office approval on January 7, 2010 and is 

available as both an associate of arts and associate of science. Designed for students seeking 

transfer to a 4 -year university, this program offers b road -based preparation in effective oral and 

written communication as well as a foundation in group dynamics. The degree will all so serve 

students seeking to increase their marketability in the workforce as effective communication is 

identified as the mai n skill employers seek in potential employees. The addition of 

communication makes 51 associate degree options available at West Hills College Coalinga.  

Program details are available in the 2009-11 catalog online at: 
http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/academics/catalog/2009-
2011_whcc_academic_catalog.pdf 
 

 

 

 

http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/academics/catalog/2009-2011_whcc_academic_catalog.pdf
http://www.westhillscollege.com/coalinga/academics/catalog/2009-2011_whcc_academic_catalog.pdf



